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LETTER I. 


ERMINA TO MISS JULIA DEVEREUX. 


Lond. | 


" THAT a ſurpriſing adven- 
ture, my Julia! This ami- 
able Lady Cleirmont I 


have diſcovered to be the ſiſter of 
my Sir William. I had often, be- 
fore we left the country, heard her 
Ladyſhip mention a brother that 


was gone to make the tour of 
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France; but had then no ſuſpicion 
of its being this charming man; 
beſides I did not in the leaſt ima- 
gine that Sir William had left Eng- 
land. How do you imagine, my 
dear, I came to make this pleaſing 
diſcovery ? Why, I will tell you, 
my friend : About a week ago her 
Ladyſhip had a great deal of com- 
pany, and among the reſt of the La- 
dies was a Miſs Pomfret: it ſeems 
ſhe is a great admirer of Sir Wil- 

liam. As ſoon as ſhe entered 
the drawing-room, fhe began to 
rally Lady Cleirmont upon her un- 
accountable attachment to the coun- 
try; and declared ſhe would ac- 
company her in her next excurſion 
to B——« perhaps, continu- 
* ed the lively girl, I may return as 
© much infatuated with thoſe ru- 
„ ral ſcenes as my ſerious couſin. 
« How charming muſt it be to fit 
* n a moſſy bank, liſtening to 
the 
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<« the ſoft mutmuring of the purl- 
« ing ſtreams, with the ſweeteſt 
« proſpet before our eyes, of 
« ſun-burnt tuſtics turning the 
% hew-mown hay? is not this de- 
« lightful, Lady Cleitmont ? for 
© my part, I am quite enraptured 
„ with the thoughts: but tell me, 
„ my dear, when we are to expect 
<« the return of that ſmart fellow, 
« your brother ? If I accompany 
* you When you reviſit theſe ſyl- 
„van ſcenes, Sir William Pem- 
broke muſt poſitively be of our 
% party,” Oh, my Julia! pic- 
ture to yourſelf how violent muſt 
be my emotion! Miſs Pomfret 
had no ſooner pronounced this 
well-known name, than I funk 
back in my chair. The company 
was in the greateſt conſternation. 
Lady Cleirmont ran to ſuppott 
me, and by the help of Miſs 
Pomfret, ſalts, hartſhorn, and eau 
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de luce, J was reſtored to life. 
Every one was eager to enquire 
into the reaſon of my ſudden in- 
diſpoſition; but no one could 
gueſs the true cauſe. I complain- 
ed of the exceſſive warmth of the 
room (though it was in the middle 
of March) and begged leave to re- 
tire. Lady Cleirmont very ten- 
derly accompanied me to my apart- 
ment, and expreſſed the moſt kind 
concern for my indiſpoſition. I 
entreated her to return to the com- 
pany, and aſſured her I was much 
better; but for two or three days 
my mind was in the moſt unſettled 
condition : I began very much to 
lament leaving Mrs. La Blond's ; 
and the thoughts of being found by 
this lovely man in a ſtate of hum- 
ble dependance, mortified me to 
the higheſt degree. I ſtrove to 
conquer my little, proud, aſpiring 
heart; but for teveral days I ſtrove. 

i 
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in vain. At length reaſon once 
more aſcended her throne, and re- 
ſtored me to my former tranquil- 
lity. I was at firſt quite unable 
to bear a part in any converſation, 
when Sir William was the topic, 
without betraying the moſt violent 
emotion; but I can now hear his 
name mentioned with my uſual 
compoſure. He is not expected till 
the beginning of May; and we 
ſhall then be at Lord Cleirmont's 
country-ſeat. Alas! my Julia, how 
ſhall I conduct myſelf on his ar- 
rival? How will this amiable man 
be ſtruck with amazement to find 
his once-beloved Ermina an hum- 
ble dependant on the bounty of 
his ſiſter? But perhaps he will 
not know me: it is almoſt two 
years ſince I left the ſweet retreat 
where I ſpent ſo many happy 
hours in his charming ſociety. I 
am grown much taller, and have 


loſt 


6 ERMINA; OR, 


loſt a great deal of that rural 
bloom which uſed ſo much to ex- 
cite his admiration. The beauties 
of Paris have perhaps by this time 
entirely obliterated every remem- 
brance of your unhappy friend; but 
one circumſtance, my Julia, helps 
to feed my vanity : Lady Cleir- 
mont often laments the unhappy 
change in the diſpoſition of her 
brother; and ſays, that before he 
left England, from the moſt lively 
temper in the world, he became 
of a ſudden the moſt inanimate 
creature breathing ; and adds, that 
every letter ſhe receives is wrote in 
a ſtile that too plainly ſhews he 
has not yet recovered his former 
vivacity. Theſe ſymptoms, my 
Julia, are not a little favourable, 
on them I build all my hopes, I 
am quite impatient to return to 
B——— there I can uninterrupt- 
ly enjoy my . 
ut 
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but in this diſſipated, noiſy place, 
it is impoſſible to think one mo- 
ment. I have been ſeveral times 
to the play, and muſt own, that, 
of all the amuſements of the town, 
I look upon it the moſt- rational; 
eſpecially if the repreſentation is 
the production of the tragic muſe. 
With what lively ſenfations do I 
join in lamenting the wretched fate 
of poor Monimia; or in weep- 
ing at the untimely end of the two 
innocent princes in Richard the 
Third! How ſurpriſing is it to 
me to ſee the number of beings 
who frequent the theatre, without 
any other view but that of ſeeing, 
and being ſeen; and can behold, 
unmoved, the moſt melting and 
pathetic ſcene ! How incapable are 
ſuch minds, of receiving intellec- 
_ tual improvements ! To me the 
chief end of theatrical amuſements 
ſeems calculated to inſpire the 

B 4 mind 
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mind with a love of virtue (if poſ- 
ſeſſed of a ſufficient ſhare of ſenſi- 
bility to receive the impreſſions)z 


but to thoſe who can, without 


any emotion, be witneſs to the 
miſery of others, they ſerve only 
as an incitement to vice. There 
are but few pieces from which 
may not be drawn an inſtructive 
moral, if the ſpectators have judg- 


ment enough to point out the 
beauties, and caſt aſide the imper- 


fections. But where am I ram- 
bling? Excuſe me, my Julia, for 


troubling you with my dull ſenti- 


ments: but indeed you muſt not 


wonder at my want of ſpirits; this 
naſty place has entirely robbed me 


of my vivacity, and left room for 


nothing but the hypo'. I ſhall be 
better when I breathe the open 


air. Methinks I hear you fay, 


* But. does not love contribute 


* much more to your dejection 
than 
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than the place?“ Why, indeed, 
my Julia, it intrudes too much 
upon my thoughts; and I have 
but too much reaſon to fear, nei- 
time time nor change of ſituation 
will baniſh the idea of this lovely 
man from the boſom of your Er- 
mina. . 
« Why was the charming youth ſo form 'd | 
to move ? 


« Or why was all my ſoul fo turn'd for 
love?“ 


Oh, my friend! had you but 
heard with what prevailing elo- 
quence he uſed to plead his tender, 
plaintive tale! His ſweet harmo- 
nious voice was more tranſporting 
than „the Muſes ſong.” But 
why do I dwell on his excellencies? 
they only ſerve to render me 
more wretched, I can never in- 
dulge a thought of being Sir Wil- 
liam's, was he, even on his return 
to England, to entertain the ſame 

B 5 ſenti- 
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ſentiments of your Ermina. It 
would be impoſſible for me to 
give any encouragement to his 
paſſion, without heing guilty of 
the greateſt ingratitude to his ami- 

able ſiſter. No; I am reſolved, 
let the ſacrifice coſt me ever ſo 
dear, to liſten no more to his per- 
ſuaſive tongue. But I am called to 
attend Lady Cleirmont in her dreſ- 
fing-room; when I return, will con- 
clude this long epiſtle. 

Oh! my Julia, what a gene- 
rous woman! When 1 waited on 
her Ladyſhip, ſhe tenderly enquir- 
ed after my health, and after hav- 
ing expreſſed the warmeſt wiſhes 
for my happineſs, entreated me to 
be ſincere, and tell her if the cauſe 

of my dejection did not ariſe 
from ſome {mothered paſſion. ** I 
do not, my dear Ermina, deſire 

* to know who is the object of 

your virtuous love; but my 


« friend=- 
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* friendſhip for you will not ſuffer 
% me to fee you unhappy; with- 
5 out feeling the greateſt concern. 
„Or perhaps, (continued her 
« Ladyſhip) your dependant f1- 
tuation may fit heavy on your 
* ſpirits: if that is the cauſe, it 
* ſhall be immediately removed.” 
Indeed, Madam, (interrupted I, 
' burſting into tears) I am quite 
* happy in my ſituation: your 
« Ladyſhip's goodneſs has almoſt 
© made me forget that I am a de- 
pendant; but the loſs of my 
« dear mamma ftill fits very heavy 
« on my heart, and occaſions a 
* melancholy which I cannot over- 
« come.” © You muft not, m 

& dear Ermina, give way to grief, 
„it will greatly impair your con- 
« ſtitution. I am afraid London 
does not agree with you; for 
I have obſerved you much more 
E ſerious fince we left the coun- 
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try. You tell me that you are 


© happy in your ſituation; but I 


am convinced a ſtate of ſervitude 
„ ſuits but very ill with, a ſoul no- 
„ble and delicate as your's. If 
« you are defirous of continuing 
« with me, it muſt be on my own 
„ terms. From this moment I 
„ ſhall withdraw your ſalary, in 


5 the place of which I ſhall inſiſt 


« upon your acceptance of the in- 
te cloſed notes; and if after this 
« you ſhould prefer your preſent 


© {ituation to any other, I ſhall 
be happy in ſuch an agreeable 
companion. No thanks; there 
4 requires none: merit like your's 


is deſerving of far better for- 


1 tune than it is in my power to 
«4 beftow.” In ſaying this her 
Ladyſhip withdrew, and left rue 
to examine the contents of my 
paquet: when I opened it, how 
great was my ſurprize to find notes 


to 
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to the amount of. four thouſand 
pounds. I endeavoured to find 
this amiable woman, in order to 
teſtify my gratitude, but ſhe was 
not in the room. I went down 
into the garden, where, after tra- 
verſing ſeveral walks, I eſpied her 
Ladyſhip fitting in a little arbour, 
liſtening to the innocent prattle 
of her ſweet little Caroline. I ad- 
vanced with eager ſteps towards 
the receſs which contained ſo 
much goodneſs; and throwing 
myſelf on my knees, expreſſed 
my gratitude in the moſt lively 
terms. The ſweet infant, fright- 
ened to ſee me in this ſuppliant 
poſture, burſt into a ſhower of 
tears, and, claſping her little hands 
together, entreated her mamma to 
forgive me. Indeed, dear mam- 
* ma, (ſaid the lovely child) my 
“ governels is very good; you muſt 
not be angry with her, indeed 

| you 
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„you muſt not.” The amiable 
Lady could not help ſmiling at her 
innocence and ſimplicity, and raiſ- 
ing me up, in the moſt tender 
manner embraced me: © From this 
time, my dear Ermina, I would 
„have you look upon yourſelf 
« as my deareſt friend and com- 
„ panion, I know of no perſon ſo 
* worthy of my eſteem; and if you 
are deſirous of teſtifying your 
„ gratitude, let it be by ſhewing 
an equal ſhare of friendſhip.” 
$ How, deareſt Madam, can I 
„ ſhew myſelf worthy of all this 
$ goodneſs? the whole ſtudy of 
„ my future life ſhall be, if) _=_ 
G6 ſible, to prove myſelf, in ſome 
* meaſure, worthy of your eſteem ; 
but indeed I am at preſent un- 
« worthy of your kindneſs.” Talk 
* not of unworthineſs, my dear, 
but endeavour to reſume your 
„ gaicty, I intend my girls yo 
2 | « ſti 
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* till remain under your tui- 
«© tion: form but their minds 
* with the generous and refined 
* ſentiments which are now glow- 
„ing in your own, and 1 ſhall 
« then be under far greater obli- 
« gations io my Ermina than it 
“jg poſhble you ſhould to me. 
6 Come, my dear, wipe away thoſe 
6 pearly tears; I expeRt company, 
% Miſs Pomfret will be of the 
© party, You are grown her ve- 
* ry great favourite, and her eu- 
$ riofity will be very much excited 
6 if ſhe finds you in tears,” Up- 
on ſaying this, her Ladyſhip aroſe, 
and, taking the hand of my little 
pupil, I followed her into the 
houſe. 
And now, my Julia, I wait 
your ſentiments, What an em- 
barraſſing ſituation am I in! Ought 
I got to have made a generous 
FE, iS con- 
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confeſſion of my paſſion for her 
brother? To conceal it is, in my 
opinion, a moſt unpardonable 
breach both of honour and fin- 
cerity, How ſhall I appear in 
the eyes of this amiable woman, 
when once ſhe finds that her 
Ermina is the cauſe of this ſtrange 
alteration in the diſpoſition of her 
once lively brother ? Will ſhe not 
look upon me as a wretch un- 
worthy of her favour? I muſt ac- 
quaint her with his paſſion, let 
the event be ever ſo contrary to 
my intereſt. I ſhall then have 
nothing to accuſe myſelf of. De- 
ceit, a vice which of all others I 
abhor, ſhall never find a place in 
the heart of your Ermina. But 
as | always pay a very great ve- 
neration to the ſentiments of my 
Julia, ſhall wait the arrival of 


her anſwer, before I make a diſ- 
| covery 
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covery ſo very eſſential to my own 


peace of mind, 
ERMINA, 


LETTER II. 


MISS JULIA DEVEREUX TO ERMINA. 


Paris. 


He. happy am I, my deareſt 


friend, to hear that my 
Ermina has found ſo amiable a 
benefactreſs. Long, very long 
may you preſerve her friendſhip ; 
but indeed, my love, I cannot 
agree with you in thinking that it 
is neceflary to acquaint Lady 
Cleirmont of your paſſion for her 
brother, at leaſt not till after his 
return, You tell me that ſhe grows 
every day more fond of you, 
and treats you with all the free- 


dom of a ſiſter. Theſe are very 
| favour- 
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favourable omens, and you cer- 
tainly have it in your power to ren- 
der yourſelf ſtill more beloved, 
Before you venture to make ſo im- 
portant a diſcovery, I would have 
you, my deareſt Ermina, endeavour 
to root yourſelf ſo deep in her Lady- 
ſhip's affection, that it will not be 
in her power to withdraw her pro- 
tection. She loves her brother, 
and conſequently would not wiſh 
to ſee- him wretched. To a per- 
fon of Lady Cleirmont's refined 
underſtanding, a young Lady of 
my Ermina's merit, and loyely 
diſpoſition, will appear a far 
more deſirable acquiſition than 
the moſt opulent heireſs. 'The 
father of your amiable lover, it is 
very probable, will not be wrought 
upon to conſent to your union, 
but as his time in this tranſitory 
world will be but ſhort, gain but 
the love of Lady Cleirmont, and 


as 
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as for every other event, leave that 
to an unerring Providence. 

Believe me, my deareſt girl, I 
would by no means perſuade you 
to hide your paſſion for Sir Wil- 
liam, if I thought it was any ways 
inconſiſtent with honour ; but in- 
deed it is a ſcheme that is in 
every reſpect thoroughly innocent, 
and I am convinced it will contri- 
bute greatly towards your future 
happineſs, 

Heaven, my dear Ermina, has 
at length heard my prayers; the 
charming Stainville no longer 
loves the blooming Countels ; the 
day was fixed for their union, 
when à diſcovery was made that 
immediately diſſolved all engage- 
ments, They were on a party of 
pleaſure, at a country ſeat of my 
then happy rivaleſs, and I was of 
the party, with my two youngeſt 
lifters. One evening, as the Che- 


valier 
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valier was ſauntering through a 
little grove that is at ſome diſtance 
from the villa, contemplating on 
his approaching felicity, he eſpied, 
fitting on the graſs, a beautiful 
little girl, who appeared to be 
about three years old: ſhe was 
gathering flowers from the bank, 
which ſhe placed in the ſnowy 
fleeces of an innocent lamb. He, 
with eager ſteps, approached the 
little angel : But, good gods! how 
great was his ſurpriſe, to behold 
in this lovely child the every fea- 
ture of his Lucinda ! Upon ſeeing 
him; the little charmer aroſe and 
ran out of the grove : he followed, 
and had the ſatisfaction of ſeeing 
her enter a neat houſe by the 
ſide of the grove, which was fo 
environed with trees that it was 
impoſſible to ſee it till you was 
cloſe to the door. Curioſity 
prompted him to enquire who 
* was 
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was the owner of this rural re- 
treat; and upon ſeeing a little boy, 
who was going to fetch a pitcher 
of water from an adjacent ſpring, 
he made up to him, and deſired 
to know who were the inhabitants 
of the houſe which ſtood by the 


ſide of the-wood? *© The houſe, 


« Sir, faid the boy, ſcratching his 
« head, belongs to the Counteſs 
„de Noailles; but there is no- 
* body lives there, except one 
% nurſe-maid to take care of the 
% young Lady, and myſelf to wait 
gon them.“ To whom does 
„the child belong, ſaid the Che- 
« yalier? almoſt incapable of ſup- 
+ preſhng his emotions.“ To the 
„ Counteſs, Sir: ſhe is very fond 
« of her little Lu—cinda, I think 
„that is her name, and comes 
* every morning to ſee her.” 
What time in the morning 
does the Counteſs generally vi- 

cc {at 
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e ſit your?” © Sometimes, Sir, the 
“ comes three or fout hours be- 
fore the reſt of the family are 
© up.” The charming Stainville 
began now to ſee very clearly into 
this myſtery : the Counteſs never 
had any child by her late huſband ; 
this muſt certainly then be the 
fruits of an unlawful paſſion, but 
in What manner to act he was 
quite at a loſs. My nearneſs of 
blood had always entitled me to 
his confidence and eſteem, but alas! 
how many times have I undergone 
the ſevere mortification of hearing 
him own the moſt violent and 
tender paſſion for this unworthy 
Counteſs, when I would have died 
even to purchaſe one tender 
thought. Frequent were the op- 
portunities which I have had, to 
have given him the moſt unfa- 
vourable idea of my tival ; but I 


always endeavoured to baniſh ſuch 
felfiſh 
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ſelfiſh views from my diſttacted 
heart. | 
On this trying occaſion, as on 
all others, he flew to me; and in 
the moſt moving and pathetic 
terms, acquainted me with the dif- 
covery which he had juſt made, 
and entreated me to favour him 
with my advice. What, my Er- 
mina, could I ſay? I told him that 
the child might very probably be 
one that the Counteſs had only 
adopted as her own, and begyed 
him not to harbour ſuch diſho- 
nourable thoughts of a Lady who 
had always maintained the moſt 
unblemiſh'd reputation. Oh! my 
friend, how did my heart throb 
when I pronounced theſe words! 
but 1 was reſolved that ſelf-intereſt 
ſhould not tempt me to accule any 
one, not even a rival, where there 
was the moſt diſtant hope of her 
being innocent. The ſcheme which 
the 
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the Chevalier propoſed, in order 
to make a further diſcovery of this 
affair, was to riſe very early the 
next morning, and without any 
other companions than my two 
ſiſters, Leonora and Almeria, to 
take a ramble through the woods, 
where, under pretence of enquir- 
ing the way to the villa, he might 
gain admittance in the little fa- 
mily, and there wait the arrival of 
his intended bride. Fain would 
he have prevailed on me to accom- 

pany him, but I refuſed, under pre- 
tence of an indiſpoſition, and beg- 
ged him to accept of my young 
ſiſters, as they would be very much 
pleaſed with the walk. Would 
you believe it, my Ermina? I could 
hardly wiſh my rival might be 
found guilty, and could not re- 
frain from ſhedding -tears, even at 
'a ſuppoſition of her diſhonour : I 


meaſured her love by the exceſs of 


4 
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my own. How great, thought J, 
muſt be her trial to relinquiſh all 
title to this amiable man, at a time 
when ſhe thought herſelf going to 


be united to him by the moſt in- 


diſſoluble bonds. In this manner 
did J indulge my contemplations 
till the time which I generally 
aroſe. While my woman was 
dreſſing me, Almeria came running 


into my room, and entreated me 


to come immediately to the Coun- 
teſs, whom ſhe thought was dying. 
I flew, without ſtaying to finiſh 


the important taſk, and found her 


ſtretched in the arms of Leonora; 
her pale languid face reclined on 
the ſhoulder of the Chevalier ; 
with the aſſiſtance of her woman I 
conveyed her to her apartment, 
where ſhe ſoon recovered, but 
awoke only to find herſelf more 


wretched. As ſoon as we were 
alone, ſhe burſt into a flood of 


Vor. II. C tears, 
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tears, and declared ſhe would im- 
mediately retire to a convent. 

« Oh! my Juha, (exclaimed the 

„% unhappy Lady) you know not 
„ how wretched I am become! I 
= who was yeſterday the moſt hap- 
* py of my ſex, am now the moſt 
* miſerable of all human beings. 
« Stainville no longer loves me; 
„but why ſhould he love a guilty 

„ wretch like _— 
Insa this manner did ſhe run on 
without giving me room to com- 
fort her; but when ſhe grew rather 

more compoſed, the entreated me 
to write immediately to the Abbeſs 
of the convent De ——, and de- 
clared ſhe would enter it the next 
day. 

« Do you, my deareſt cou ſin, 
* my beloved Julia, always be : 
* mother to my little Lucinda; 
« can't unfold, my dreadful N. ; 


«6 your ſiſter will tell you all; ſhe 
40 was 


BR 
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«© was preſent when iy miſery 
* commenced.” 

| Here ſhe begged me to lee her; 
I flew down ſtairs in queſt of Le- 
onora; when I found her, I en- 
quired for the Chevalier: He 
© ordered his horſes the moment 
te the Counteſs was conveyed to 
her apartment; and, without 
e taking any refreſhment, ſet out 
« for Paris. 

But tell me, my ſiſter, whas i it 
was that occaſioned this fudden 
flight? 

This morning Almeria and 
„ myſelf accompanied the Cheva- 
< lier in a little ramble before vou 
« was up. As we were returning, 
ce he pretended to have forgot the 
« path; and, rapping at the door 
of a houſe by the fide of the 
« grove, inquired the way to the 
„villa. The maid who opened 
the door had in her hand a little 
C 2 girl, 
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e. girl, beautiful as an angel. Stain- 
* ville caught her in his arms, and 
* almoſt ſmothered her with kiſſes. 
© She. ſtruggled to get from him, 
*.and ran into a garden that was 
t behind the houſe, but the Cheva- 
lier followed, and brought her 
« back in his arms. While he was 
& , diverting himſelf with the inno- 
_ * cent prattle of this little char- 
* mer, a carriage ſtopped by the 
& 2 of the wood, from which the 
“ Counteſs alighted, and advanced 
* with eager ſteps towards the 
** houſe ; but upon ſeeing Stainville 
“ playing with the child, ſhe was 
„Boing to retire with the greateſt 
* precipitation. The Chevalier 
© was liftening 74 very attentively 
to his little friend that he had 
* not obſerved the Counteſs; but 
* the child happening to face the 
6 window, which commanded a 


*-proſpe& of the grove, imme- 
© diately 
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« diately eſpied her; and breaking 
“from his arms, flew to the door, 
« where ſhe called aloud on her 
c mamma, and entreated her to 
© return, We all ſeconded the 
% entreaties of the ſweet infant, 
* and inſiſted on her entering 
* the houſe. To paint the grief, 
«© ſhame, and ſurprize, which was 
« viſible on the countenance” of 
e this unhappy Lady, would be a 
* taſk far beyond the power of the 
«© moſt eminent hand. The ſweet 
% infant laviſhed on her the moſt 
« enchanting careſſes, while the 
charming Stainville ſtood almoſt 
„ ſtiff with horror and amazement ; 
«but at- laſt, recollecting himfelf, 
© he aſſumed a ſufficient ſhare of 
* compoſure to aſk the weeping 
„Lady why ſhe had fo long con- 
„ cealed the little angel front the 
„world?“ | ; 
. 3 | (c Till 


Jill now, Madam, (continued 
6 he) 1-:did not know that you was 
« happy in a daughter, How old 
are you, my love 2 ning to 
| we child. 

Three years, Sir,” replied the 

a infant. 

thought, Madam, (Mes 
* Stainville, in the greateſt aſtoniſh- 
ment) your Lord had been de- 
« ceaſed more than four years. 

Here che Counteſs, without 
making any reply, fainted away, 
and we all ran to her aſſiſtance; but 
as ſoon as ſhe came to herſelf, ſhe 
fixed/ her charming eyes on the 
diſtreſſed Stainville, and entreated 
him to think no more of a woman 
that was undeſerving of his love; 
but to leave her immediately to 
ber wretched fate. 

Jou have, Sir, been greatly 
« deceived : but, oh! if poſſible, 


do not hate me. I will leave a 
«© world 
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© world that has now loſt all its 
« chatms.” 

We led her to her carriage; but 
ſhe was no ſooner entered than ſhe 
again fell- into a ſtrong fainting fit, 
from which ſhe did not recover till 
we reached home. This, my Juha, 
is all I know of the affair, 

Here Leonara ended; and I re- 
turned to conſole the unhappy 
Counteſs, When I approached 
her, ſhe ſeemed to be in a gentle 
ſlumber ; but ſoon after, opening 
her eyes, ſhe defired me to {it 
down on her bed-ſide. 1 obeyed, 
and ſhe again, in the moſt mourn-. 
ful accents, entreated me to take 
care of her child. Teach her, 
my deareſt Julia, to avoid that 
e rock on which her unhappy mo- 
© ther has been wrecked ; and in- 
* ſpire her eatly with the love of 
« virtue.” I promiſed to under- 
take the delightful charge; and, 

C 4 after 
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after having perſuaded her to take 
ſome little refreſhment, left her to 
her repoſe. In the morning I ſent 
the chariot for the lovely child, 
that the Counteſs might ſee I in- 
tended to be as good as my word. 
About ten ſhe rang for her wo- 
man, and deſired her to prepare 
every thing for her departure. Oh! 
my Ermina, had you but ſeen the 
dreadful parting! how did ſhe 
ſtrain her Lucinda in her arms! 
with what fervour did ſhe call on 
Heaven to pour down its choiceſt 
bleſſings on the head of this ſweet 
innocent! Our parting was not 
much leſs tender, for I promiſed 
very often to wait on her at the con- 
vent, and aſſured her, in the moſt 
ſincere terms, that her dear Lucinda 
ſhould remain under my protec- 
tion till ſhe could be prevailed on 
to quit a monaſtic life. After the 


3 of the unhappy Coun- 
_ 2 teſs, 
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teſs, I returned to Paris with my 
little charge, but never could get 
a ſight of the charming Stainville 
where he ſecludes himſelf, I cannot 
tell: IJ fear his paſſion for this af- 
flicted Lady is too deeply rooted 
ever to be effaced; but, at the 
ſame time, he is a man of ſuch de- 
licate and refined ſentiments, that 
he will never think of being united 
to her, after having made a diſco- 
very ſo detrimental to her honour; 
but I have ſtill no hopes of gain- 
ing his affeQtion, at leaſt till the 
Counteſs has taken the veil. Time 
may perhaps cure him of his un- 
happy paſſion for her, and ripen 
that eſteem, which he has always 
profeſſed for your Julia, into ſome- 
thing more than cold friendſhip. 

I have made ſeveral viſits to the 
convent, and have found the Coun- 
teſs every viſit more compoſed. 
She has not once- mentioned the 

" 5 name 
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name of Stainville, but continues 
her reſolution of taking the vows. 
Adieu, my dear Ermina ; I will not 
add one word more to this tedious 

epiſtle. 


JuL1A. 


LETTER III. 


ERMINA TO ISS JULIA DEVEREUX. | 


| 3. 

ONE more, my Julia, I have 

the happineſs of acquaint- 
ing you. that we are returned to 
the peaceful country. No one ever 
quitted town with leſs regret than 
your Ermina: here I can unin- 
terruptedly enjoy my contempla- 
tions. without being ſubjected to 
buſy : intruders. The ſoft warb- 
 " lings of the winged choriſters in- 
ſpire me with the moſt refined de- 

TE, light, 
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light, and I experience more plea- 
ſure in pointing out the beauties 
of nature to my little pupils, than 
it is poſſible I ſhould find in the 
moſt ſplendid and brilliant aſſem- 
blies: 
Here I can find that ſoft repoſe 
« Which from retirement only flows.” 
Lady Cleirmont is forming an ele- 
gant little grotto, which is com- 
poſed chiefly of ſhell- work, and our 
mornings are generally ſpent in 
making wreaths of natural flowers, 
with which we ornament this rural 
bower. Lady Harriot too aſſiſts 
in our grotto : though very young, 
ſhe ſhews an extenfive judgment, 
and has a very elegant taſte. Yeſter- 
day ſhe finiſhed a fmall baſket of 
fruit, which was done with the 
greateſt ſkill, and brought it to 
her mamma with the moſt grace- 
ful air; ſhe ſeems very fond of 
ſhell-work, and will never be ab- 
C 6 ſent 
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ſent when we are amuſing ourſelves 
with this employment. In one 
corner of this cool retreat runs a 
chryſtal ſpring, which, by its gra- 
dual deſcent from a declivity of the 
grotto, forms a moſt ſoft and 
pleaſing murmur; the ſeats are 
compoſed of moſs, interſperſed 
with ſmall ſea-fhells, and under 


our feet we are furniſhed, by the 


hands of nature, with a beautiful 
tapis verd. In this ſweet receſs do 
I ſpend whole hours, liſtening to 
the artleſs notes of a nightingale, 
who, as if ſtudious to pleaſe, ge- 
nerally places herſelf on the bran- 
ches of a ſpreading. oak, which 
grows at a fmall diſtance from the 
grotto, 'The woodbines and roſes 
which twine their tender vines to 
encircle the trunks of the tall elms, 
exhale the moſt tragrant periumes. 
Here we may find, blended in one 
little ſpot, 


«« « Whate'er 
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« Whate'er delights the verdant field, 
« Whate'er the blooming ſpring can yield.” 
Nothing, my Julia, is now want- 
ing to compleat the happineſs of 
your Ermina, but the preſence of 
that charming youth whom my 
aſpiring proud heart will not ſuffer 
me to forget. But why do I ac- 
cuſe myſelf of pride? Should I 
not love him equally the ſame was 
he deprived of all the advantages 
of birth and fortune? Yes, cer- 
tainly I ſhould. Ye empty blan- 
diſhments of titles and grandeur, 
what charms have ye, unleſs united 
to a ſoul that is noble? Sir Wil- 
liam Pembroke derives no charms 
from riches ; his generous and re- 
fined ſentiments would ſhine with 
equal luſtre if fortune had not 
choſen him a favourite. You ſee, 
my. friend, that your poor Ermina 
cannot write on any other ſubject; 
this amiable man muſt always be 


wy 
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my theme: but notwithſtanding 
my thoughts are ſo much engroſſed 
by his lovely idea, it gives me in- 
expreſſible pleaſure to hear that my 
Julia has ſtill ſome glimmering of 
hope that ſhe may in time gain the 
affections of the charming Stain- 
ville. Unhappy Counteſs! to what 
a dreadful ſituation is ſhe reduced! 
bur illicit pleaſures are always fol- 
lowed with miſery: thorns often 
ſpring from a bed of flowers. With 
what affiduous care did this un- 
happy Lady conceal the fruits of 
Her unlawful paſſion ! But there is 
no ſecurity except in innocence 
and conſcious purity : how fallen, 
how low muſt ſhe appear in the 
eyes of the virtuous Stainville ! To 
have attempted to impoſe upon this 
amiable man, by an appearance of 
ſpotleſs virtue, is, in my opinion, 
a crime more unpardonable than 
that which has been the cauſe of 
3 ; her 
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her preſent wretchedaeſs. How 
miſerable muſt he have been, had 
this diſcovery been made after the 
indifloluble knot was tied! but fate 
has deſtined him for better for- 
tune: time, I hope, will efface this 
wretched woman from his heart, 
and inſpire him with an equal 
paſſion for my dear deſerving Julia. 
How dear does this unhappy Lady 
pay for her fatal indiſcretions! In 
the height of blooming youth and 
beauty ſhe quits all the joys and 
pleaſures of life; baniſhes herſelf 
from ſociety; and, in hopes to 
atone for one error, devotes all the 
remainder of her days to penitence. 
and miſery. Her fate is truly pi- 
tiable. My ſentiments of a mo- 
naſtic life are, that it is of all 
others the moſt miſerable. Thro' 
a miſtaken notion of piety, and 
ſome diſguſt which they have met 
with in the world, how many are 
there 
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there who vainly imagine they have 
a religious call; and without call- 
ing in the aid of reaſon, fly im- 
mediately to a gloomy convent. 
But if happineſs is not to be found 
in the world, it is in vain to ſeek 
it within the walls of a cloiſter; for, 
unleſs born with a rehſh for the 
>culiar duties of a convent, it is 
impoſſible to go through them with 
any degree of ſerenity and compo- 
ſure. How much time 1s there 
for the bitter pangs of reflection! 
every object ſerves only to inſpire 
us with horror. Oh! my Julia, 
whatever diſappointments you may 
chance to meet with, never let any 
thing prevail on you to be im- 
mured within the ſolitary walls of 
a convent. Adieu, my friend. 


Believe me unalterably your 
«  ERMINA, 


LETTER 
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LETTER IV. 


SIR w. PEMBROKE TO k. WORTHY ESQ. 


8 oha-S ſuare. | 


LAS! my friend, time, nor 
change - ſcenes, can ever 
have power to baniſh the idea of 
my loſt Ermina ; ſhe is ever pre- 
ſent in my thoughts. In what 
unfrequented deſart can this lovely 
girl waſte all her youthful charms ? 
Oh! Ned, why did you not let me 
remain longer in Paris? My fa- 
ther is conſtantly ſoliciting me to 
marry, and 1s continually telling 
me how many families would 
think themſelves happy in ſuch an 
alliance. Why does he talk to me 
of marriage? No, I here vow by 
all the powers of heaven united, 


never to Know a ſecond love: if 
cruel 
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cruel fate conceals her from my 
longing eyes, till death I'l mourn 
my wretched fortune. How many 
misfortunes may have attended the 
lovely girl? It's two whole years 
ſince my cruel father dragged me 
from all my ſoul held dear: in 
that tedious period, what may ſhe 
not have ſuffered? perhaps ere 
now her virtuous foul has reſigned 
itſelf 1nto the cold hand of death, 
Diſtracting thought! I muſt no 
longer indulge ye; if I do, I fear 
it will drive me to an abſolute 
ſtate of frenzy. My ſiſter left 
London the week before my re- 
turn to England. I intend wait- 


ing on her at B-—, Lord Cleir- 


| mont's ſeat is delightfully fituated : 

perhaps the ſylvan ſcenes may, in 
ſome meaſure, contribute towards 
the reſtoration of my tranquility. 
To be more wretched js impoſhble. 
I have ſeen Lady Sophia M——' 
5 ſeveral 
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— times ſince my return, 
and had the inexpreſſible ſatis- 
faction of finding her united to 
her amiable lover. Lord M— 
has condeſcended to pardon her, 
but will not honour Captain Pig- 
got with the appellation of bro- 
ther. Lady Charlotte ſtill con- 
tinues to treat her with her uſual 
haughtineſs, and very ſeldom 
ſtoops ſo low as to honour the 
Lady of a paultry Captain with her 
preſence. 

How much unlike theſe inſo- 
lent high-bred women of quality 
was my Ermina ? Her mind, by a 
pious education, was adorned with 
every virtue that can grace the 
ſex; her manners gentle, ſoft, ſin- 
cere, com paſſionate, awake to all 
the impreſſions of tenderneſs; and 
a heart, melting with pity for every 
human woe, Is it not a fin, my 

=D friend, 
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friend, that virtue like her's ſhould 
be thus buried in obſeurity? 


« In her was ev'ry bright perfection join'd, 
« Whate'er adorns or dignifies the mind.“ 


If it is poſſible that this angel 
girl is ſtill an inhabitant of the 
| earthly regions, I am determined 
to find out the place of her re- 
treat, even though I was ſure to 
periſh in the attempt, for life is no 
life without her. No, I will not 
leave room for a bare poſſibility of 
loſing ſuch an ineſtimable treaſure. 

I will ſet out this minute for 
Lord Cleirmont's country ſeat : I 
ſhall not continue there above a 
week ; but the friendſhip I owe to 
the beſt of fiſters will not ſuffer 
me to begin my purſuit till I have 
firſt paid my reſpects at B- 
When U return, not one corner of 
the habitable globe ſhall there re- 

main 


= oj 
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main unſearched. Pray, Ned, for 
the ſucceſs of your friend: the 
prayers of ſo worthy a man may 
perhaps have ſome effect. 
Adieu. 
PEMBROKE. 


LETTER V. 
FROM THE- SAME TO THE SAME, 


- Bo— 
„ AM {ſo bleſſed, I fear *tis all 


6 a dream, Fortune, thou 
* now haſt made amends for all 
« thy paſt unkindneſs.* Oh! 

my friend, heaven as at length 
reſtored my Ermina to my withes ; 
reſtored her in all the health of 
bloom and beauty. She was be- 
fore a bud, but now a full-blown 
roſe. If 1 can command my 
tranſports, I will tell you by what 


happy 


46 ERMINA; OR, 


happy means I recovered this hea- 
venly treaſure. According to my 
firſt intentions, I made an excur- 
lion to the ſeat of my brother: it's 
impoſſible to paint the joy with 
which I was received, after ſo long 
an abſence, by theſe amiable re- 
lations. When the firſt tranſports 
of our meeting were a little ſub- 
ſided, we began to chat on dif- 
ferent ſubjects. I made ſome en- 
quiries after the children; and ſaid, 
] was impatient to ſee my little 
favourite, Lady Carolina, My 
' fiſter replied, that they were taking 
a ramble either in the fields or 
garden, ſhe could not tell which; 
but would not be long before they 
returned; and added, with the 
greateſt good humour, that I muſt 
ſteel my heart, or I ſhould not be 
able to withſtand the powerful 
attacks of wit and beauty, united 

to one of the moſt pleaſing forms. 
| « The 
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“ The governeſs of my daughters, 
„(continued Lady Cleirmont) is 
« the moſt amiable woman I ever 
„ met with; but I will not ſay 
“ too much in praiſe of one who 
« need only be ſeen to be beloved, 
« yaurſelt ſhall be the judge of 
© her perfections. Lord Cleir- 
« mont and myſelf are fond of 
„her to exceſs: her amiable and 
« engaging behaviour | prejudiced 
% me in her favour the firſt mo- 
« ment {he was introduced to 
me.“ Here ſome company com- 
ing in, my ſiſter quitted a ſubject 
which ſeemed to give her ſo much 
ſatisfaction. 

Whether induced by curioſity, 
or inſtinct, 1 cannot tell, but by 
ſome ſecret emotion l was prompt- 
ed to ſaunter into the gardens. | 
ipent almoſt an hour in contem- 
plating on the beauties of nature ; 
for all here was nature, though 

dreſt 
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dreſt in her moſt pleaſing garb. 
I wandered for ſome time over 
the ſweetly-varied ſcene of ar- 
bours, intermingled with jeſſa- 
mine and roſes, moſly ſeats and 
verdant carpets, liſtening” to the 
wild melody of chaunting birds, 
cooing doves, and the gentle 
breathings of the weſtern breeze. 
All here ſeemed to inſpire the 
ſofter paſſions: each fanning ze- 
phyr, that wanton'd in the air, 
ſeemed to breath the voice of love. 
Had my Ermina, thought I, been 
the ſweet companion of my ram- 
ble, what a terreſtrial paradiſe 
would this appear! but, without 
her, all nature is a deſart. The 
fun caſts forth its enlivening 
beams in vain : nothing can ſooth 
my mind to its former tranquility. 
While I was thus muſing on my 
own unhappineſs, I heard the 
ſound of a female voice; and peep- 


ing 
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ing through a thicket of roſes, I 
eſpied Lady Harriot and my little 
Rite ſtanding by the ſide of 
the canal: they were attended by 
their governeſs, of whom my fiſter 
had juſt been giving me the moſt 
enchanting deſcription. As their 
backs were towards me, I had an 
opportunity of ſoftly approach-. 
ing, without being perceived ; 
when caſting my eyes on the 
watry ſurface, ye God's! huw 
great were my tranſports and ſur- 
priſe to behold, in the ſilver ſtream, 
the reflexion of my long-loſt 
angel. Like the dog in the fable 
I was very near loſing the ſub- 
ſtance by catching at the ſhadow; 
and ſhould certainly have plunged 
myſelf into the water, in hopes 
of meeting my charmer, if a 
voice, ſofter than muſic itſelf, had 
not rouſed me from my trance. 


It was my Ermina, the lovely 
Vorl. II. D girl 


50 ERMINA; ox, 
girl herſelf: ſhe faintly called 


upon my name, and then ſunk on 
the graſs in a ſtrong fainting fit. 
I flew to ſupport her; the children 
ran in the greateſt. diſtreſs to call 
their mamma, but by ſprinkling 
her pale languid face with ſome 
water from the canal, ſhe at 
length recovered, and in the moſt 
tender accents entreated me to 
leave her. Never, never more, 
« my angel, will I quit you, till 
“ you have conſented to be mine: 
« have already ſuffered too much 
* by being deprived of my Er- 
mina, but now no power on 
4 earth ſhall tear me from you.” 
« Oh! Sir William, (cried the 
&« weeping angel) what a ſeries of 
« diftrefſes will this unfortunate - 
« rencounter involve us in! Lady 
« Cleirmont will no longer give 
« me her friendſhip and pro- 
* tection 3 how low thall I appear 
46s in 


Fe. 
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% in the eyes of this amiable 
„Lady! I muſt now leave a place 
« where I have experienced the 
“ moſt refined delights.” Good 
„Heaven! (exclaimed I, in che 
« greateſt deſpair) has abſence 
« then entirely deprived me of 
% my Ermina's love? would I 
© had died before I found this 
«* cruel change. My ſentiments 
* of Sir William Pembroke were 
* too firmly fixed ever to admit 
« of change. Oh! Sir, pardon 
«© my tears, they too plainly ſpeak 
„ the weakneſs of my heart; and 
* aſſure yourſelf, that though 1 
© never can be your's, I never will 
© be another's. Here we were 
interrupted by the arrival of my 
{iſter, and her two weeping daugh- 
ters: fancy cannot deſcribe a more 
tender and affecting ſcene, Lady 
Cleirmont, without taking any 
notice of me, ſeated herſelf on the 

D 2 graſs 
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graſs: by my ſweet Ermina, who 
looked as if ready to ſink into the 
arms of death, and taking her 
trembling hand, »6tGuired, with the 
moſt anxious ſolicitude, what had 
been the occaſion of her ſudden 
indiſpoſition? Lady Harriot and 
my-little Caroline, with ſtreaming 
eyes, ſtood gazing on her pale, 
but charming face, and entreating 
thei mamma to make her well. 
When my fiſter enquired into the 
cauſe of my ſweet girl's indiſpoſi- 
tion, 'the graces all reſumed their 
ſear; her before pale face was now 
Animated with 'a bluſh of * celeſ- 
& tial roſy red,” but not a ſyllable 
could ſhre artieulate; her boſom 


Reaved with quick ſucteeding ſighs, 


And in a few minutes ſhe ſunk on 
the ſhoulder of Lady Cleirmont. 
I flew to the houſe, and with the 


aſſiſtance of my ſiſter's woman we 


conveyed her to her chamber. 
| „hit 


| 


titude are ſo very refined, that ſhe 
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What exquiſite ſenſtbility does 
this angelic girl poſſeſs! She loves 
me I have not the leaſt reaſon to 
doubt, but her ſentiments of gra- 


looks upon it as an unpardonable 
crime to aſpire to the brother of her 
benefactreſs. My ſiſter is a W.. 
man of the moſt unexampled ge- 
neroſity, affable, ſocial, and hu- 
mane; her greateſt pleaſure is in 
making others happy; her do- 


meſtie character renders. all her 


other virtues doubly charming, 
To this beſt of ſiſters will IL lay 
open the inmoſt receſſes of my 
heart: ſhe certainly cannot (blame 
me for loving one ſo every way 
deſerving of my eſteem. My 
ſweet Ermina continues ſtill very 
weak. 1 have juſt ſent up to in- 
quire after her health: my ſiſter 
is coming this way. I a7 get 
ber. Adieu. . mv god's? 


— 
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What an amiable woman is Lady 
Cleirmont! How unlike the ge- 
nerality of ſiſters! She not only 
permits, but approves of my paſ- 
ſion for this charming girl. The 
keenneſs of her ſenſibility had diſ- 
covered our ſecret before I pre- 
tended to diſcloſe it. She chid my 
Ermina in the moſt gentle terms 
for ſo long concealing this im- 
portant affair, when the amiable 
girl burſt into tears, but they were 
tears of gratitude, and entreated 
Lady Cleirmont to forgive a paſ- 
. that ſhe would uſe every ef- 
fort ta conquer. The friendſhip 
& with which your Ladyſhip has 
& always treated me, makes me 
“ almoſt deteſt myſelf for being 
«© the cruel ' cauſe of giving you 
© one moment's unhappineſs. I 


1 * ſhould be the moſt ungrateful of 
cc my 
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my ſex, was I to think of mak- 
« ing ſo ill a return to the friend- 
« ſhip which Sir William has been 
« pleaſed to honour me with, and 
te guilty of the higheſt ingratitude 
* to your Ladyſhip, was I to en- 
« tertain a with which 1s not en- 
« tirely diſintereſted. -No, Ma- 
« dam, after diſcovering ſuch an 
« aſpiring paſſion, I cannot think 
4 of continuing any longer in 
your preſence. Your Ladyſhip's 
« bounty has enabled me to finiſh 
the remainder of my life in 
tt peaceful retirement. Sir Wil- 
« liam is deſerving of a more ami- 
„ able woman; and time, and a 
e variety of objects, will foon over- 
come a paſſion ſo much beneath 
„e the honour of his family; and 
* my prayers ſhall not be wanting 
« to facilitate his cure.” Talk 
„ not, my beloved Ermina, (in- 
© terrupted I, and at the ſame time 
D 4 « wiping 
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« wiping the tears from her lovely 
6 eyes) of leaving Lady . Cleir- 
© mont. She cannot, I am ſure, 
part from ſuch a charming com- 
„ panion; and was you to ſeclude 
©* yourſelf in the moſt unfrequented 
deſert, I ſhould not fail of being 
directed by fate to the place which 
contained my better half. My 
* intereſt and life are e 
* annexed to your's; but, by de- 
6 „ proving me of your ſociety, you de- 
prive me of every earthly good.“ 
es, my Ermina, (fays. my 
£ excellent ſiſter I muſt join with 
10 A. brother in inſiſting upon 
ur not leaving me. I am ſo 
far from condemning him for 
5 loving you, that I think he ne- 
« ver gave me a greater proof of 
| 6 his ſenſibility and judgment. The 
paſſion that he feels for you is 
: — the pureſt nature; a paſſion, 
4 Naeh it B e to refuſe the 


e f ce moſt 


THE FAIR RECLUSE. 57 


« moſt refined underſtanding and 
* exalted mind, eſpecially when 
joined to a form almoſt celeſtial. 
My notions are perhaps different 
from the generality of mankind ; 
** but Lalways eſteem merit, though 
* it derives its birth only from a 
© milkmaid, before a haughty duch- 
* els, ſinking under the weight 
* of her own importance. My 
* knowledge of the world teaches 
„me that thoſe are often moſt 
_ * wretched and undeſerving, to 
* whom Heaven has granted. the 
ampleſt external means of hap- 
5 pineſs: flaves to pride, ſtrang- 
«ers to ſocial pleaſure, and un- 
* acquainted with any of thoſe 
6 virtues that are requiſite to ren- 
« der domeſtic life agreeable. An 
alliance with merit and virtue, 
is, in my ſentiments, far more 
„ deſirahle than an alliance with 
vice and riches. My brother 

D 5 acts 
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acts only according to the. dic- 
4 tates of a noble and generous 
„ mind. I efteemed you, my dear 
« Ermina, from the firſt moment 
„ that I ſaw you; and your 
« amiable behaviour has rendered 

“you ſtill every day higher in my 
* friendſhip. Can I then wonder 
« at my brother? he pays only a 
* tribute due to fo much excel- 
& lence. | 
e have only one favour to de- 
A fire of you both, which is, that 

2 will endeavour to conceal 

« your affection from the prying 
% eyes of Miſs Pomfret, as ſhe 
would not fail communicating it 
« to my father.” 

Oh! Madam, exclaimed my 
« Ermina, the tears. of gratitude 
_ « ftreaming from her eyes, you 
are too good, too generous : 
„may I ever prove myſelf deſerv- 


46 "my of your friendſhip: my every 
action 


* 
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te action ſhall be guided by your 
« will. I own, to have quitted 
* {ſuch an amiable family would 
„have coſt me many pangs, but 
« ſooner than have been guilty of 
« ingratitude to the beſt of friends, 
„ would have ſacrificed my life, 
« or what is ſtill dearer to me, 
« the love of your worthy bro- 
« ther.” | 
„That, my dear, is a facrifice 
* T hope you will never make, as 
my brother would be by far the 
greater loſer. In ſuch a ſiſter, 
„ ſhall think myſelf far happier 
„than if my William had made 
« choice of the richeſt heireſs. The 
te unthinking diſſipated world may 
„ perhaps think me very antiquat- 
« ed and ſingular in my ſenti- 
*« ments ; but it would give me the 
* moſt unſpeakable ſatisfaction to 
« be a means of railing merit, like 
my Ermina's, to a ſphere of 
D 6 "EP 


60 ERMINA; OR, 


life in which ſhe was certainly 
„ ordained to ſhine: fo fair a 
flower ſhould. be tranſplanted to 
« a richer foil. I know the am- 
“ bition of my father would op- 
* poſe your union; but we muſt 
take care to keep him from the 
„ knowledge of your love. Our 
* Ermina ſhall remain under my 
“protection till every obſtacle is 
removed. The penchant I have 
< always expreſſed for a country 
life, will give you a good ex- 
cuſe of being often with us; and 
can I, my dear brother, do any 
more to teſtify my ne for 

* you both?“ 
How ſincerely did we both join in 
expreſſing the moſt lively gratitude 
to this moſt amiable of women! her 
goodneſs has rendered me the hap- 
pieſt of mortals ! I have had ſeve- 
ral charming tele d tes with my 
lovely girl, in which ſhe has given 
. | __ 
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me the mournful account of the 
death of her mamma. How miſ- 
terious are the ways of Providence! 
At a time when I moſt deſpaired 
of finding her, ſhe is preſented 
to my wiſhes; preſented to me, if 
poſſible, a thouſand times more 
lovely. The air of ſimplicity which 
T uſed ſo much to admire, is now 
entirely loſt, and has given place 
to a thouſand bewitching attrac- 
tions. A conſcious dignity ſhines 
through every word and action; 
and her beautiful perſon receives 
numberleſs advantages from the 
preſent: mode of dreſſing: her fine 
auburn treſſes, which before hung 
careleſsly over her ſhoulders, by 
being combed up ſmooth diſco- 
ver the moſt inimitable well-turn- 
ed neck, the whiteneſs of which 
it's impoſſible for any thing to ex- 
ceed. The plain round cap, which, 
though it wore an air of inno- 
* Cence; 


62 ERMINA; OR, 


cence, was not quite ſo becoming as 
the preſent dreſs, is entirely thrown 
aſide, and gives place to no other 
ornament thanja very great profu- 
ſion of her own hair, with which 
the lovely girl always dreſſes her- 
felf, and declares ſhe will never 
ſuffer it to be touched by the mer- 
cileſs hands of a friſeur. Oh! 
Ned, was you but to ſee with 
what ſweet reluctance, and unaf- 
fected modeſty, this angel girl re- 
ceives all my little endearments; 
though, at the ſame time, her fine 
eyes betray a paſhon equally ſin- 
cere! I have undertaken the moſt 

pleaſing talk in the world : while 
in the country, I, am to inſtruct 
my Ermina and her little pupils 
in the Italian language. My ſweet 
girl was about two years ago a 
tolerable proficient ; but want of 
practice has / obliterated it from 
her memory. The ſeat of learn- 


ing 
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ing is to be a little ſummer-houfe, 
ſituated by the ſide of a large ſer- 
pentine river, in which is placed a 
good band of muſic. Lord Cleir- 
mont ſeems very well pleaſed with 
our little ſcheme; and as he has 
a juſt and delicate taſte for the 
fine arts, mufic eſpecially, de- 
clares he ſhall very often make 
one in our little party. 

I think I have never given you 
a ſketch of the private character 
of this worthy brother, for his pub- 
lic character you are perfectly ac- 
quainted with. He generally fpends 
ſeven months in the year at this 
charming ſeat, with the greateſt 
hoſpitality and magnificence ; a 
liberality which ſcarce ever was 
equal'd, glows in the breaſt of 
this amiable man. At his genial 
board, no diſtinctions take place; 
no cold looks damp the heart of 
an inferior: reſerve is baniſhed 
287 where 


—— — —— Ä — 
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where he is preſent: . encouraged 
by his goodneſs, the timid loſe 
their difidence, and exert talents 
of pleaſing they were' before un- 


conſcious of poſſeſſing: but thoſe 


only who are admitted 'to his near- 


eſt intimacy are judges of his do- 


meſtic worth: in him we may find 
blended the tender, polite, and 


attentive huſband, the indulgent 


parent, and the moſt diſintereſted 


and unwearied friend. Don't you 
think, Ned, it is rather uncom- 
mon to 


poſſeſs all theſe virtues at 
ſo young a period? for Lord Cleir- 
mont has not yet exceeded two 


and thirty, But I muſt throw a- 
ſide my pen to attend my Ermina : 


the 1s: walking in the garden with 
mx ſiſter: that ſweet ſmile tells 
me I may, without offending, v: ven- 


ture P follow them. e N 


. 


PxMBROKE, 
LETTER 
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LETTER VI, 
FROM THE SAME 10 THE SAME. 


Y Efterday, my friend, was * 
1 anniverſary of Lady Har- 
riot's birth-day. On this occaſion 
all the villagers were aſſembled in 
the Park; the young men dreſſed 
in the habits of ſhepherds, led up 
the rural damſels adorned with all 
the ſpoils of Flora, each of them 
carrying in their hands a crook 
tied with ribbons, and ornament- 
ed with bunches of odoriferous 
flowers: health, joy, and pleaſure 
ſparkled 1 in their eyes, g's" with 
the moſt artleſs ſimplicity, ; they 
danced. to the ruſtic ſound of the 
tabor and pipe. Round the. Park, 
at equal diſtances, were . raiſed 
temporary ſeats of moſs, ſhaded by 


the. TOE branches of the trees, 
| where 
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where refreſhments were prepared 
for the dancers; and on one fide 
was raiſed a large pavilion for 
their parents, the pillars of which 
were twined with wreaths of flow- 
ers; while the birds on every ide 
chaunted forth their artleſs lay, 
and formed a moſt pleaſing con- 
cert. When this rural paſtime 
firſt commenced, I was taking a 
ride with Lord Cleirmont: and with 
what pure and lively ſenſations 
was I poſſeſſed, to behold on my 
return this innocent group of 
beautiful villagers! Fancy cannot 
conceive a more charming ſcene. 
Under an embowering fhade of the 
moſt beautiful green was ſeated 
my Ermina and Lady Cleirmont, 
with the two children on verdant 
ſeats at the feet of their mamma. 
One of the young girls, juſt as 1 
approached them, was preſenting 


Lady Harriot with an innocent 
lamb, 
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lamb, dreſſed with large bunches 
of white ribbons, and looked as if 
adorned for ſacrifice. My Ermina 


never looked fo lovely as the did 


this evening: there was an air of 
elegance and fimplicity in her ap- 
pearance, which perfectly became 
the rural ſcene; and, if poſſible, 
added freſh luſtre to her charms. 
She was dreſſed in a night-gown of 
the fineſt muſlin, worked with large 
round ſpots, and a blue ſattin pet- 
ticoat: her linen Was of a moſt 
beautiful Cyprus gauze; a ſmall 
chip hat with a painted gauze hat- 
band ſhaded her lovely face, and 
in her boſom ſhe wore a ſprig of 
roſe-buds intermixed with lilies. 
On our approach, the Ladies aroſe, 
and, giving my hand to the charm- 
er of my. ſoul, we joined in the 
ruſtic dance. When night began 
to draw round us her ſable cur- 


tain, we retur ned to the houſe: 
| the 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
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the villagers returned to the hall, 
Where, they continued to dance till 
midnight; and it was near day- 
light before we thought of retiring 
to our chambers; ſo ſwiftly does 
time ſlide away on the ſoft downy 
pinions of happineſs. Till now 1 
never enjoyed the pleaſures of life; 
and now I do but half taſte them, 
unleſs my friend could partake of 
them with me. Do, Ned, come 
and ſpend a few weeks with us in 
this millennium retirement. My 
ſweet Ermina is impatient to ſee a 
man who has ſo kindly intereſted 
himſelf in her happineſs. What 
more ſhall I ſay, to induce you to 
leave Tunbridge? Oh! I have 
juſt now a ſcheme come into my 
head, that will put it out of your 
power to deny me. Kitty Pomfret 
was always a very great favourite 
of your's; the will be down next 

week. The vivacity of that lively 


girl 
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girl will render even a deſert gay. 
She is exceedingly fond of my Er- 
mina, which, between you and TI, 
raiſes her not a little in my eſteem, 
but does not even ſuſpect our af- 
fection. Therefore, my friend, I 
would have you be very much 
upon your guard, or ſhe will cer- 
tainly, by ſome means, diſcover 
our lecret, | 
Adieu, Ned. 
Je fuis la voire, 
PEM BROKE. 


LETTER VII. 
r. WORTHY, E Sg. TO W. PEMBROKE. 


London. 


TITH pleaſure do I acquaint 
my deareſt friend, that, be- 


fore I-am two days older, 1 intend 
myſelf 
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myſelf the inexpreſſible * 
of joining the agreeable party at 


Lord Cleirmont's. It is impoſ- 


ſible to expreſs the joyful ſenſa- 
tions which inſpired my heart, 
upon hearing that bounteous Hea- 
ven had reſtored the ſweet Ermina 
to the ardent wiſhes of my friend. 


Believe me, there needs not the 


inducement of Miſs Pomfret's 
company to render me impatient 
of making one in your little ſoci- 
ety. The defire I have long had 
to ſee the charmer of your ſoul, if 
poſſible, 1s greatly enereaſed; and 
the beautiful and romantic deſerip- 
tion you have given me of the ſeat 
of Lord Cleirmont, has raiſed my 
curioſity to the higheſt pitch of 
' extravagance; his private charac- 
- ter 1s truly worthy of imitation. 
How much do I admire that ge- 
nuine taſte for elegant nature! It 


| gives a ſpirited variety to the life 
of 
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the moſt amiable of men. He 
ſeeks happineſs where it is gene- 
rally to be found: not in the pride 
of ſhow, the pomp of courts, or 
the madneſs of diſſipation; but in 
the calm delights of retirement, 
in the practice of beneficence and 
every gentler virtue. How few, 
like him, have reſolution to break 
the magic feiters of example and - 
faſhion, and nobly dare to em- 
brace a life uninterrupted by the 
rage of paſſions, which, like the 
burning thirſt of a fever, is at 
once boundleſs and unquenchable ? 
How many are there who drag on 
an inſipid, joyleſs life, unbeloved 
and unconnected? they ſcorn the 
tender ties which give life all its 
ſweetneſs, and fink unwept and 
unlamented to their grave. In 
meeting with Lady Cleirmont, 
your Ermina has certainly met 
her fellow ſoul, Never was a fa- 
mily 
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mily better calculated to render 
each other happy. Juſt before 1 
received your laſt letter, I was 
looking over a parcel of old pa- 

pers; among them I found the laſt 
letter | ever received from my eldeſt 
brother. His widow and daughter 
are ſtill living; but, in what part 
of the world, I am entirely igno- 
rant. Poor George ! his fate was 
not unlike your's : the ſimilarity 
of your affairs drew tears into my 
eyes. May your conſtancy meet 
with a far happier reward! My 
father, though he was the firſt heir 
to his eſtate, cut him off with two 
hundred pounds; a poor pittance 
for one who had been born to ſuch 
an affluent fortnne. I think I 
Have -never related to you his 1 un- 


happy 15 


IT the age of ment my fa- 
> ther ſent him with a young 


inex- | 
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inexperienced tutor to make the 
grand tour. George was poſ- 
ſeſſed of an uncommon ſhare of 
tenderneſs and ſenſibility; and of 
a perſon ſo handſome, that it 
was not in the power of envy to 
find a blemiſn. With theſe at- 
tractions, it was not to be won- 
dered that he gained the attention 
of the Ladies. Before he had at- 
tained his twentieth year, many 
were the difficulties in which he 
was involved: the elegance of his 
perſon raiſed him many enemies 
among the male part of the crea- 
tion; and he was once very near 
loſing his life in a duel, for only 
toaſting a young Lady in the pre- 
ſence of her lover. While in Pa- 
ris, he contracted an acquaintance 
with a young gentleman of very 
great merit, but very moderate 
fortune: they were attached to 
each other by the ſtricteſt bonds 
Vol. II E of 
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of friendſhip, and their intereſts 
ſeemed inſeparable as their per- 
ſons. What more cloſely cement- 
ed their friendſhip, was the young 
gentleman's having a ſiſter, youth- 
ful, and blooming as an angel. 
George was of too ſoft a nature to 
remain inſenſible to ſo much beau- 
ty: his heart very ſoon felt the 
powerful effects of the charms of 
this young Pariſian. Long did he 
endeavour to overcome a paſſion 
ſo much beneath his birth and ex- 
pectation, and ſometimes he tried 
to forget her by abſence: but in 
vain: it only ſerved to make his 
paſſion rage with ſtill greater vio- 
lence. What could he do? To 
drive her from his heart was im- 
poſſible; to ruin ſo much inno- 
cence, was a thought which he 
ſcorned to harbour in his virtuous 
breaſt. My father was of a diſ- 
poſition that would never conſent 
to 
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to an alliance ſo much beneath the. 
honour of his family, and every 
thing was conſpiring to render poor 
George miſerable. His friend died 
during his ſtay at Paris, and in 
his laſt moments recommended his 
ſiſter to his protection. What a 


dangerous ſituation was this for a 


young fellow of his extreme ſenſi- 
bility ! Clementina (for that was 
the name of the young Lady) as 
ſoon as her brother was interred, 
entreated George to place her in a 
convent; but he entirely baniſh- 
ed reaſon, and would liſten only to 
the voice of love. To part with 
her, was what he could never think 
of, while ſhe conjured him, as 
he valued her reputation, not to 


oppoſe her intentions of ſecluding 


herſelf from the world; and re- 
preſented to him, in the moſt 
moving terms, the unhappineſs 
ſuch a miſplaced paſſion muſt ne- 

E 2 ceſſarily 
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ceſſarily involve him in. But the 
infatuated George was not to be 
prevailed on to give up a bleſſing 
ſo very eſſential to his own happi- 
neſs: he pleaded his cauſe ſo 
powerfully, that he ſoon gained 
upon the heart of Clementina ; 
and ſhe conſented to be his, if he 
could by any means bring his fa- 
ther to give his conſent to the 
completion of their happineſs. 
Though certain that” he ſhould 
be unſucceſsful in the attempt, he 
wrote, and, in the moſt moving 
terms, acquainted my father with 
his attachment to this lovely girl ; 
and concluded with aſſuring him, 
that it was impoſhble for him to 
ſupport life without her. In an- 
ſwer to this ſupplicating letter, 
my father returned, that if he 
continued to indulge a paſſion ſo 
much beneath him, he ſhould im- 


mediately withdraw his parental 
affection; 
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affection; and deſired him, as he 
valued his own future happineſs, 
to return to England upon the re- 
ceipt of his letter. This was a 
thunder-ſtroke to poor George; 
but he concealed the unhappy 
news from his dear Clementina 
and only told her, that ſome im- 
portant buſineſs would immediate- 
ly require his preſence in London; 
and added, that unleſs ſhe was re- 
folved to drive him to diſtraction, 
ſhe would no longer refuſe to 
make him happy. The powerful 
arts of perſuaſion wrought ſo 
much upon the heart of Clemen- 
tina, that ſhe conſented to be his. 
When they had been married about 
a month, my brother prepared for 
his return home. The ſalary 
which my father allowed him, 
and the fortune of Clementina, 
(which, though not anſwerable to 
his large expectations, was very 


23 conſi- 
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conſiderable) enabled him to fettle 
her in a very genteel manner. Not 
one of us did my brother make the 
confident of his marriage; nor 
ſhould we- ever have known it, 
had not a. propoſal of my father 
obliged him to diſcover the im- 
portant ſecret. The heireſs of a 
worthy Baranot was intended as 
the bride of my unhappy brother. 
The ſettlements were made, and 
every thing concluded on, when 
my father was preſented with a 
letter from his ſon, in which he 
owned his prior marriage, and en- 
treated him to pardon the only 
offence he had ever been guilty of. 
It is impoſſible to defcribe the vio- 
lence of my father's anger: he ſent 
immediately for my brother; and, 
after loading him with the moſt 
cruel imprecations, forbid him 
ever more to enter his doors. 


Soon wer this dreadſul ftroke, 


poor 
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poor George quitted England. As 
I loved him with the ſincereſt af- 
fection, our parting was very mov- 
ing; but I aſſured him of my friend- 
ſhip in the ſincereſt manner, and 
promiſed to take every method of 
reconciling him to my father. This 
was the laſt time ever ſaw him; for 
my father would never hear of a 
reconciliation, and even forbid me 
to write. But this laſt injunction 
had no effect on me; I continued 
to write as uſual, and in one of my 
brother's letters he acquainted me, 
that his Clementina had bleſſed 
him with a daughter; and to juſ- 
tify his love for this amiable wo- 
man, he incloſed her miniature, ſet 
round with rubies: but, in a few 
years after this, he fell into a de- 
eline, which was brought on by 
the inquietude of his mind. In 
vain did I ſolicit the permiſſion of 
my father to attend him at Paris, 

E 4 _ 2a 
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That conſolation was denied me, 
and in a ſhort time I had the in- 
expreſhble grief to find, by a letter 
in an unknown hand, that this beſt 
of brothers was no more. My 
father did not long ſurvive him ; and 
by his death I became poſſeſſed of 
the large eſtate I now enjoy, which, 
had my brother lived to ſhare it 
with me, would have rendered me 
very happy. In about two-months 
after my father's death, I ſet out 
for Paris, where I made all poſſi- 
ble enquiry after the widow of my 
brother, but the name of Wor- 
thy was not to be found: and I 
returned without having it in my 
power to conſole her. 


This, my friend, is the ſtory of 
my unhappy brother. Your love 
to the beautiful -Ermina I hope 
will be attended with much happier 

conſequences; but the recollect ion 


of 
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of this unhappy affair has filled my 
mind with the deepeſt gloom, altho? 
I will not infect you with my melan- 
choly. Adieu. I ſhall remain impa- 
tient till to-morrow, when I hope to 
have the inexpreflible happineſs of 
aſſuring you, in perſon, how much 
I intereſt myſelf in every thing 

which concerns my William. | 


LETTER VIII. 


ERMINA TO MISS JULIA DEVEREUX, 


53. 


HI my Julia, what a de- 

lightful change! my Sir 
William (yes, I am now permitted 
to call him mine) is returned with 
ſentiments not in the leaſt changed: 
his Ermina is ftill dear to him as 
ever. Lady Cleirmont did not 
expect him till the beginning of 
E 5 next 
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next month; when, one afternoon, 
after having been taking a ram- 
ble in the Park, I was ſtanding by 
the fide of the canal with my 
ſweet little Caroline, who was 
admiring herſelf in the tranſparent 
mirror, After ſtanding a few mi- 
nutes, I beheld the reflection of a 
male animal; when turning round 
to ſee who was behind us, I be- 
held Sir William Pembroke. Good 
heavens ! how violent was my e- 
motion! I faintly murmured out 
his name, and then ſunk ſenſeleſs 
on the graſs. He flew to my aſ- 
ſiſtance; and taking me gently in 

his arms, ſprinkled my pale face 

with ſome water from the canal. 

I ſoon recovered, and entreated 
him, as he valued my future hap- 
pineſs, to leave me; but you may 
believe, my Julia, he did not think 
fit to obey my commands. When 
Lady Ulcirmont Joined us, ro 
the 
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the children, alarmed at ſeeing me 
in this ſituation, ran to call her) I 
. relapſed into another ſtrong faint- 
ing fit, in which they conveyed 
me to my apartment. Sir Wil- 
liam, conſcious of the goodneſs 6f 
his amiable ſiſter, acquainted her 
with the paſſion he had ſo long 
entertained ; and. begged her, as ſhe 
prized his happineſs, not to ren- 
der him wretched, by depriving 
him of all his ſoul held dear. This 
charming woman begged him to 
compoſe himſelf, and, in the moſt 
generous manner, declared her 
approbation of his choice. Upon 
the firſt diſcovery of our ſecret, 
I declared my intention of leaving 
this worthy family, but her _ 
ſhip declared I was neceflary to her. 
happinels, and ſhe could never 
permit me to leave her. My 
© brother, continued this amia- 


* ble Lady, is the only perſon to 
E 6 * whom 


82 IRMINA; OR, 


next month; when, one afternoon, 
after having been taking a ram- 
ble in the Park, I was ſtanding by 
the ſide of the canal with my 
ſweet little Caroline, who was 
admiring herſelf in the tranſparent 
mirror, After ſtanding a few mi- 
nutes, I beheld the reflection of a 
male animal; when turning round 
to ſee who was behind us, I be- 
held Sir William Pembroke. Good 
heavens ! how violent was my e- 
motion! I faintly murmured out 
his name, and then ſunk ſenſeleſs 
on the graſs. He flew to my aſ- 
ſiſtance; and taking me gently in 
his arms, ſprinkled my pale face 
with ſome water from the canal. 
I ſoon recovered, and entreated 
him, as he valued my future hap- 
Pineſs, to leave me; but you may 
believe; my Julia, he did not think 


fit to obey my commands. When 


N Lady Clermont joined us, (for 
Is the 
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the children, alarmed at ſeeing me 
in this ſituation, ran to call her) I 
. relapſed into, another ftrong faint- 
ing fit, in which they conveyed. 
me to my apartment. Sir Wil- 
liam, conſcious of the goodneſs 6f 
his amiable ſiſter, acquainted her 
with the pafhon he had ſo long 
entertained ; and. begged her, as ſhe 
prized his happineſs, not to ren- 
der him wretched, by depriving 
him of all his ſoul held dear. This 
charming woman begged him to 
compoſe himſelf, and, in the moſt 
generous manner, declared her 
approbation of his choice. Upon 
the firſt diſcovery of our ſecret, 
I declared my intention of leaving 
this worthy family, but her _ 
thip.declared I was neceflary to her. 
happineſs, and ſhe could never 
permit me to leave her. My 
© brother, continued this amia- 
„ble Lady, is the only perſon to 

E 6 * whom 
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„ whom I will reſign you. I love 
% you mylelf; can I then wonder 
« at his paſſion? he only pays a 
tribute due to ſo much excel- 
&« lence.” In this manner did ſhe 
chide me for being guilty of ſo un- 
pardonable a crime as the con- 
cealment of my paſſion for her 
amiable brother. Ever ſince the 
arrival of Sir William, our time 
has paſſed in the moſt delightful 
harmony. Lady Cleirmont has 
always treated me as a companion, 
but now with all the affection of 
a ſiſter. How few are there in the 
world who are poſſeſſed of her ge- 
nerous ſentiments! Our morn- 
' ings are now generally ſpent in a 
ſummer-houfe, which ftands by 
the ſide of the river. Sir William 
has undertaken to perfect Lady 
Harriot and myſelf in our Italian. 
In this place he always gives us 

Our 
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our leſſons; and is it poſſible we 
ſhould do any other than improve, 
while taught by ſo excellent a maſ- 
ter? Muſic too engrofles a great 
deal of our time, for Lord- Cleir- 
mont is extremely fond*of this a- 
muſement, which he learnt in Italy 
under the beſt maſters that region 
of harmony afforded. Her Lady- 
ſhip does not very often make one 
in our morning parties, as ſhe 
always inſpects herſelf into her do- 
meſtic affairs. The ceconomy of 
her houſe is magnificent without 
profuſion, and regular without 
conſtraint: all wears the ſmiling 
eaſy air of chance, though con- 
ducted with the moſt exact order. 
In the evenings we ſaunter into 
the Park, where, — on the 
arm of my amiable Sir William, 
I enjoy the moſt refined de- 


light. 
'S « While 
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« While gentle breezes, from their | 


fragant wings 
&« Shed all the odours of a thouſand 
ſprings; 
« Harmonious birds among the 
branches ſing, 
« And all the groves with chearful 
_ echoes ring. 


Sometimes ſeated in an arbour 
of woodbines and roſes, we talk 
over paſt unhappy ſcenes, and when 
the ſubject begins to render me 
rather gloomy, this charming 
man, in order to draw off my at- 
tention from ſo intereſting a topic, 
takes out a ſmall lute, on which 
he plays the moſt tender and 
ſoothing airs. In this delight- 
ful manner does our time glide 
imperceptibly along; and did not 
a tear now and then ſteal into 
my eyes, when I think of my dear 
decealed mamma, I ſhould own 
myſelf perfectly happy. To- mor- 

row is expected at B— the * 
ſom 
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ſom friend of my Sir William, and 
from the excellent character I have 
heard of Mr, Worthy, I find my- 
ſelf very much prejudiced in his 
favour. He is ſeveral years older 
than Sir William Pembroke, but 
their diſpoſitions ſo perfectly coin- 
cided, that the ſtricteſt friendſhip 
has for many years ſubſiſted be- 
tween them. Not a tranſaction 
is there in either of their lives, 
with which the other is not ac- 
quainted. This gentleman was 
the only perſon with whom Sir 
William ever entruſted the ſecret 
of his paſſion for your Ermina, and 
I am quite impatient for his arri- 
val; for I am convinced he muſt 
be a moſt amiable man, or he 
would never have been admitted to 
the confidence of my worthy 
lover. This teazing, O no, I 
mean charming man, will not let 
me write any more: he is come 4 
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aſk me to make one at a pool of 
quadrille. I muſt finiſh my letter: 
“Sir William, I don't love cards 
« in ſummer.” © Your company, 
„ my Ermina, can no longer be 
ee diſpenſed with, for Lady Formal 
« and Miſs Archer are quite im- 
« patient for your appearance: 
e the thoughts of paſſing an af- 
«© ternoon in the odious country 
„ without cards, is quite inſup- 
“ portable to theſe well-bred La- 
« dies.” J will attend them 
« preſently.” * But indeed, my 
«© angel, I muſt not go down 
« without you: this Miſs Deve- 
« reux engroſſes too much of your 
e attention: if you ſpend ſo much 
« of your time in writing, I ſhall 
& certainly grow jealous of her.“ 
Did you, my Julia, ever hear ſuch 
preſumption. I will give him my 
pen, for I muſt poſitively inſiſt up- 
on his begging you pardon, A 
Fr 
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SIR WILLIAM IN CONTINU- 
ATION. 


Pardon me, lovely Julia, for en- 
deavouring to direct the attention 
of my Ermina from her amiable 
friend; and afſure yourſelf, that 
nothing but the commands of the 
Ladies : ſhould have induced me to 
have been guilty of ſo unpardon- 
able a preſumption. No other per- 
ſon but your amiable ſelf could I 
permit to ſhare the ſmalleſt part of 
my Ermina's heart; but that two 
ſuch charming women may long 
be bleſt in each other's friend- 
ſhip, is, deareſt Jn the incor 
wiſh of 


Your unknown friend and admirer, 


PEMBRORE. 


LETTER 
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LETTER IX. 
' FROM THE SAME TO THE SAME, 


E is come! my Julia; this a- 

& miable Mr. Worthy arrived 

laſt night. Never did I behold a 
more engaging countenance : every 
feature is expreſſive of the good- 
neſs of his heart: there is ſome- 
thing fo majeſtic in his appearance, 
that, from the firſt moment of his 
arrival, infpired me with a kind of 
reverence. When Sir William 
preſented him to me, I was ſeized 
with an emotion which I cannot 
poſſibly account for. Every com- 
pliment which I receive from him 
has quite a contrary effect than 
thoſe which I receive from others, 
My vanity is not in the leaſt flat- 
"dara by his praiſes, But every 
warn which proceeds from his 


lips, 
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lips, helps to increaſe my reve- 
rence. By what I have ſaid, my 
Julia will perhaps be ready to con- 
clude Mr. Worthy is a gentleman 
who is paſt the meridian of his 
days; but indeed, my dear, if theſe 
are your ſagacious ſentiments, 
you will find yourſelf miſtaken. 
If -I thought I ſhould prove ſuc- 
ceſsful in my attempt, I would en- 
deavour to give you his portrait: 
but I fear I ſhall come off with 4 
very {mall ſhare of credit, 

Mr. Worthy is not more than 
forty years old : his perſon rather 
inchned to the athletic, but tall, 
well made, and graceful: there is 
ſomething in his air which be- 
ſpeaks a natural dignity and no- 
bleneſs of ſoul: his hair is a very 
dark brown, and eyes which plainly 
indicate the open freedom of his 
heart. if 

„ What 


*4 
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What pen has power with juſtice te ex- 
tt preſs 
The — wo) worth his ſpeaking looks 
| « confeſs.” 


His-politenefs is equal to his free- 
dom; both are the reſult of a na- 
tural deſire of obliging, and an 
early and extenſive acquaintance 
with the great world. Methinks 
F hear my Julia ſay, Will not 
*« this gentleman prove a dangerous 
4 rival to Sir William Pembroke ?*? 
In anſwer to that queſtion, I can 
_ aſſure you, my dear, that your 
ſuſpicions are ill founded; the 
eſteem which I avow for Mr. 
Worthy, is a friendſhip that 
differs very little from filial af- 
fection; and his behaviour to 
your Ermina is truly | parental, 
He has this morning given me 
the moſt extraordinary proof of 
his friendſhip and generoſity. 
After breakfaſt we ſauntered into 


a grove 
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a grove which is about half a mile 
from the houſe; and after chat- 
ting ſome time on indifferent to- 
pics, this generous man artfully 
introduced the ſubject of our 
love: and when Sir William was 
lamenting the ambition of his 
father, and exclaiming againſt the 
tyranny of parents, Mr. Worthy 
took an opportunity of aſking 
him, „Whether it was birth or 
“fortune that was the object of his 
&« father's ambition?“ 
% Both, my friend, (replied Sir . 
% William) though I. am rather 
“ inclined to believe that the latter 
„ would have the greateſt ſway.” 
If thele are your ſentiments, 
„Sir William, your Ermina ſhall 
„ be your's with a fortune as large 
« as it is poſſible your father can 
„% deflire, I have no relations to 
«© whom I can leave my riches; and 
* where can it be better beſtowed 
than 
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“than on this amiable girl! The 
„ pleaſure which | ſhall receive in 
« beholding the happineſs of my 
&« friend, will be a ſufficient re- 
« ward for all the ſervice 1 can do 


« him.” 


Would you think it, my Julia? 


My ſurpriſe at this generous pro- 
| Poſal was ſo great, that I had not 


power to make any reply, except 
by a ſhower of tears which ſtole 
involuntarily down my face ; while 
Sir William teſtified his gratitude. in 
the moſt graceful manner. In the 
midſt of his grateful effuſions, Mr. 
Worthy inſiſted upon receiving no 
thanks; and aſſured him, that the 
happineſs he hoped to confer, 
would not be more than adequate 
to that which he ſhould receive. 


„But (continued this amiable 


* man) let us conſider in what 
„manner it will be beſt to make 


« this propoſal to your father : 
* would 
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« would it not be better, accord- 
« ing to our former ſcheme, that 
4 your charming Ermina ſhould 
% paſs as a near relation of mine 
4 who has been educated in France? 
© our late tour will make this ac- 
*« count appear more plauſible.” 
My lover perfectly coincided in 
Mr. Worthy's opinion; and it was 
agreed, that I ſhould return with 
this amiable man when he left 
Lord Cleirmont's, and be intro- 
duced to the family as his relation; 
nor could I poſſibly form any ob- 
jection to this propoſal, as the de- 
ception was perfectly innocent. 
Our plan thus ſettled, we returned 
to the houſe; but in the way it 
occurred to my memory, that this 
ſcheme could never be put in execu- 
tion, unleſs Miſs Pomfret could be 
gained upon to promiſe an inviola- 
ble ſecrecy. That I communicated 
to Mr. Worthy, and © he beg- 


* ged 
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4 ved I would not be under any 

„ apprehenſions from Miſs Pom- 
« fret, as he did not in the leaſt 
% doubt a bringing her over to our 
« party. Befides, continued he, 
«© the friendſhip which has always 
« ſubſiſted between Kitty and Lady 
“ Cleirmont, will be ſufficient to 
«© engage her ſecrecy.” In this 
manner we continued chatting, 
till (unobſerved by any of us) Lady 
Cleirmont had joined our party, 
and, giving me a gentle tap on the 
ſhouluer, defired to know what 

ſubject had ſo deeply engaged my 
attention as not to have ſeen her 
coming up the walk? © Oh! Ma- 
dam, replied I, a ſubje& of the 
_ © moſt intereſting nature. Sir 
„William will inform you of the 
“ generoſity of his worthy friend, 
“ for I can only expreſs my grati- 
* tude by tears.” My amiable lover 


immedia: ely acquainted his ſiſter 
with 
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with the propoſal Mr. Worthy had 
juſt been making, and begged ſhe 


would candidly ſpeak her ſenti- 


ments as to the ſcheme they had 
concerted, © That it is, (replied 
her Ladyſhip) perfectly innocent, 
« and I dare ſay will be crowned 
« with ſucceſs. The birth of this 
„lovely girl, her accompliſhments 
« plainly tell us, was no mean one. 
« My father need only ſee her to 
be immediately prejudiced in her 
“ favour, and we have nothing to 


« fear from Miſs Pomfret : from 


« the firft time of her being in 
company with our amiable Er- 
mina, ſhe expreſſed the, moſt 
« favourable ſentiments ; but ſuch 


every one muſt do who is ac- .- 


2 e with her virtues. Mr. 


orthy has indeed proved him 


« ſelf the moſt generous of man- 
«kind; and, by conferring hap- 
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s pineſs on this amiable girl, has 
beſtowed a bleſſing on all our fa- 


** mily. Lord Cleirmont enter- 
« tains as great a degree of friend- 
“ ſhip for her as myſelf, and fre- 
«© quently expreſſes the warmeſt 
* wiſhes for her felicity. I am 
« impatient to acquaint him with 
ce the goodneſs of Mr. Worthy: 


joy is no joy unleſs he partakes 


«it with me.“ | Juſt as her Lady- 


ſhip pronounced theſe words, — 


Cleirmont entered the garden, and 
as he had heard the laſt ſentence, 


thanked her with the moſt grace- 


ful air, and then begged to be 
made a ſharer of the general joy 


which ſo viſibly appeared on all 


our faces. 


Sir William undertook the plea- 


ſing diſcovery ;/ and as it was near 
dinner-time, Lady Cleirmont and 
your Ermina retired to dreſs. The 


remainder 
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remainder of the day was ſpent in 
the moſt chearful, agreeable man- 
ner; and nothing talked of but fu- 
ture happineſs. Miſs Pomfretcomes 
to-morrow, Adieu, my dear Julia, 
may every earthly felicity attend 
you; and may you ſoon meet the 
reward of all your merits, in the 
love of the charming Stainville, 
prays your happy, happy 

E RMINA. 


LETTER X. 


FROM THE SAME TO THE SAME. 
Monday evening. 


ISS Pomfret has been 
with us theſe three days: 
the amiable girl profeſſes no ſmall 


ſhare of eſteem for your Ermina. 
F 2 The 
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The more I converſe with her, the 
more reaſon I have to love her. 
She is no longer a ſtranger to my 
affairs; Lady Cleirmont acquaint- 
ed her with my little hiſtory the 
evening of her arrival, and the 
lively girl immediately declared 
herſelf a champion in my cauſe. 
Mr. Worthy bas given her an in- 
vitation to accompany me to his 
houſe in Cavendiſh Square, andnext 
Friday 1s fixed for our departure, 
On our arrival in town, I am to 
be introduced to the father of my 
Sir William, as the niece of this 
amiable man. Did you ever, my 
deareſt Julia, hear of ſuch unpa- 
ralleled generoſity. Before I leave 
B , I intend making a vilit 
to my good friend Mrs, La Blond ; 

to her am I in a great meaſure 
indebted for my prefent happineſs; 
altho' I have made but little re- 
| | turn 
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turn for all her former kindneſs, 
but hope ſoon to reward her merits 
in a manner that ſhall leave no 
room for this worthy woman to 
doubt my gratitude. To-morrow 
night Lord Cleirmont gives a 
ball: all the neighbouring fami- 
lies are invited, and Miſs Pomfret 1s 
in high glee. The wild girl de- 
clares ſhe will not be contented 
without half a dozen conqueſts, 
at leaſt, © In the preſence of 


e fuch reſplendent beauty, the in- 


« ferior charms of all the pretty 


„ mifles are to be hid in a total 


« eclipſe.” Oh! vanity, vanity, 
(interrupts your Ermina). For this 
little reproof I received a fmart 
ſlap on my ſhoulder. Indeed, my 
Julia, J am quite charmed with the 
agreeable vivracity of my young 
friend; there is a je ne ſgai quoy in 
her whole behaviour that is per- 
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fectly pleaſing, and though not a 
regular beauty, ſhe is poſſeſſed of a 
ſufficient ſhare of charms to ren- 
der herſelf a very great favourite 
among the male part of the crea- 
tion. Don't be under any appre- 
henſions, my Julia; Miſs Pomfret 
is no coquet I aſſure you. Me- 
thinks I ſee you now putting 
on the. moſt ſagacious look, and 
bid me beware of a ſecond Mits. 
Townſhend. But indeed, my dear, 
though my new friend is poſſeſſed 
of the art of pleaſing, her vivacity - 
is only the natural reſult of an 
excellent ſhare of good health, and 
good humour. 

She will not let me write any 
longer. Sir William is at the 
“ harpſichord : you muſt, my dear 
«© Ermina, this moment throw 
N alte your pen, aud accompany 
1 „ him. 
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him with your ſyren voice. 2081 
* come, Miſs Kitty, 1. come. 


Tueſday, 5 che. 


As the company is not yet 
come, I ſteal a few moments to 
acquaint my Julia, that I have, 
with the help of my lively friend, 
performed the tedions taſk of 
dreſſing. You know, my dear, that 
the art of dreſs is a ſcience which 
your Ermina has made very little 
progreſs in, and muſt not wonder 
that I call it tedious. Kitty has 
teazed me all the mormng to com- 
mit myſelf into the mercileſs paws. 
of the friſeur; but all her elo- 
quence could not prevail. That ſhe 
might not think me totally di- 
veſted of complaiſance, I con- 
deſcended ſo far as to make uſe 
of a little poder; and, believe me, 
when I met myſelf in the mirror, 


F 4 I ſhould 
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I ſhould have hardly thought it 
poſſible that. it could be the ſame 
face I had ſeen a few minutes be- 
fore, if Miſs Pomfret had not 
declared there was no other in the 
room. I believe. for the future [ 
ſhall nat be ſo great an enemy to 
this ſame powder; for, if I may 
believe my ſenſes, I look amazing- 
ly better than I did, yeſterday. 
Since I have been with Lady 
Cleirmont I have never wore any 
thing but ſilk or. callicoe.. night- 
gowns, but to-day have under- 
gone a; thorough metamorphoſe; 
my plain ſilk night-gown has 
given place to an elegant flowered 
tiſſue ſack ; the ornaments of my 
head, few, but well choſen. I affure. 
you, my friend, for one who has 
not ——— made dreſs their ſtudy, 
infinite taſte and judgment is diſ- 
POE in every article. he jewels 

en which, 
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which, in the days of our proſpe- 
rity, adorned the perſon of my 
poor mamma, were for the firſt 
time taken from the caſket. When 
I opened this little repoſitory ' 
which contained my moſt valuable 
treaſures, the tears fell in torrents 
from my over-charged eye-lids. 
The remembrance of that beſt of 
parents came freſh into my mind, 
and for fome minutes I indulged 
the moft lively grief. Miſs Pom- 
fret ſurpriſed me, before I could 
reſume my fpirits, and tenderly 
enquired the cauſe of my dejec- 
tion. I made no ſcruple of com- 
municating the ſenſations of my 
heart; and, notwithſtanding her 
natural vivacity, this amiable girl 
lincerely ſympathiſed with your 
Ermina ; but it order to divert 
my thoughts, inſiſted upon my 
accompanying her to her dreſſing- 

| F 5 room. 
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room. © I ſhall not begin the 
important article of dreſs, con- 
© tinued ſhe, till you have given 
„me your opinion of my new 
e aigrette.” The toilette produced 
the deſired effect; I ſoon reſumed 
my chearfulneſs ; and 1 believe the 
compliments ſhe paid me on the 
brilliancy of my appearance, did 
not a little contribute to my re- 
covery: ſo ſoon does vanity ſteal 
into our hearts. My glaſs too, 
with great politeneſs and gal- 
lantry, aſſures me that Miſs Pom- 
fret has only done juſtice to my 
charms. While Kitty is adorning 
herſelf. for conqueſt, I will endea- 
vour to draw her picture. Firſt 
imagine, my Julia, that you have 
before you a Lady of middling 
ſtature, hair of a dark brunette, 
eyes expreſſive of the moſt be- 
witching vivacity, and a com- 
plwGKubẽexion 
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plexion animated with the moſt 
lively bloom. Add to all this 
the wild puſs will not let me pro- 
ceed, ſhe declares I am too flat- 
tering a limner. Well then, my 
* dear, I will only give my friend 
a deſcription of your . and 
« then have done. 

Indeed, my Julia, Miſs Pom- 
fret is the moſt enchanting figure 
you ever beheld, and, in all hu- 
man probability, will do no ſmall 
execution among the beaus. A 
pale pink negligee, trimmed with 
ſilver edging, conveys the - moſt 
irreſiſtible charm, but would, in 
my humble opinion, be far more 
pleaſing if it did not help to con- 
ceal the fineſt ſhape in the world: 
her hair, which is Urefſed au dernier 
gout, is ornamented with ſmall: 
Italian ſprigs, and faſtened be- 
hind with a very beautiful diamond 

F 6 comb. 
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comb. In her bofom is placed a 
large bouquet of jeſſamine and 
myrtle; and her whole appearance 
is charming as a Hebe. Little do 


the male animals imagine the temp- 


tation they are going to lay them- 
| ſelves under this evening. But 
my Sir William gently feizes my 
hand. The company is afſem- 
„ bled; there only requires my 
1 Ermina, and my lively couſin, 
*« to render it the moſt brilliant 
« aſſembly in the world.” Adieu, 
my Julia, 1 muſt attend this ami- 
able man. | 


IN 1 


Oh! my Julia, what a delight- 
ful evening ; never did I experience 
more pleaſure. If this dream of 
happinefs continues, your Ermina, 
from being 222 1 will be- 

come 
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come the moſt lively girl in the 
world. But where am I running? 
I intended giving you an account 
of our evening's diverſion. Mr. 
Worthy, who is the moſt graceful 
figure I ever beheld, opened the 
ball with Lady Cleirmont: her 
Ladyſhip was dreſſed in a white 
ſattin fack and petticoat, full 
trimmed: with blond lace : her fine 
dark hair, unſullied by powder, 
was ornamented only with a ſmall 
French fly, and a creſcent of bril- 
liants. Never did | ſee a minuet 
danced with better grace. Lord 
Cleirmont offered his hand to Mits 
Pomfret, but the liyely girl de- 
clined accepting it; and added, 
with her uſual vivacity, © That ſhe 
% never danced with gentlemen 
« who wore the matrimonial chains, 
„ while there was a fingle ſwain 
*© remaining in the ball room. 6 
0 
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To make up for his Lordſhip's- 
diſappointment, I immediately pre- 
ſented him my hand, and, at the 
ſame time, recommended. my gay 
friend as a partner to Sir Wil- 
liam. Don't you think, my dear, 
J was miſtreſs of a great ſhare of 
reſolution, to reſign ſo charming 
a man to a Lady of Miſs Pom 
fret's ſprightly diſpoſition? But 
ths was no more than a momen- 

ſacrifice. When the minuets. 
ende, Lord Cleirmont, taking my 
hand with the moſt gallant air, 
preſented it to Sir William; ſaying, 
at the ſame time, he only was 
worthy of ſuch an angelic partner. 
Oh! my julia, had you but ſeen 
with what a graceful air my amia- 
ble lover eie the hand of your 
Ermina! 

A n in green nnd gold; 


whoſe eyes had been continually 
fixed 
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fixed on Miſs Pomfret from our 
firſt entrance in the ball- room, 
eagerly ſeized this opportunity of 
ſueing for the honour of her fair 
hand; and, to his no ſmall plea- 
ſure, was received with the moſt 
gracious ſmile. Matters thus ad- 
juſted, we joined in the ſprightly 
dance, and cotillions continued till 
near eleven: the company then 
retired to the ſalloon, where an 
elegant collation was prepared. 
During ſupper, I had an oppor- 
tunity of taking a tranſient view 
of the company, which till- then 
J had taken no notice of. A Lady 
Villars and her three daughters 
were by far the moſt reſpectable 
females in the whole group. The 
youngeſt of theſe Ladies was dreſ- 
ſed in a beautiful painted ſilk robe; 
and on her head ſhe wore a large 
white plume, with ſeveral very 

prettily 

© 
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prettily - fancied diamond pins : 
fancy cannot conceive a more ele- 
gant picture of inngcence, The 
gentleman who had the honour 
of dancing with this lovely girl, 
was a diſtant relation of Lord 
Cleirmont's, (a Mr. Spencer) and, 
for perſonal attractions, not much 
inferior to his charming partner. 
There were ſeveral more very agree- 
able beaus; but the reſt of the 
Ladies, as they were indeed no- 
thing more than meer Miſſes, you 
will excufe me if I let them te- 
main in peace. 
I have now given my Julia a 
faithful account of this delightful 
evening: and if my deareſt friend 
receives the moſt triffing ſatisfac- 
tion in hearing that her Ermina 
is happy, ſhall not repent teizing 
her with this tedious epiſtle. A- 
dieu. 1 never write that tender 
1 word, 


1 


2 
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word, but I find ſomething more 
to ſay, which, had it not been for 
that, I ſhould very likely have for- 
got. To-morrow I prepare for my 
departure from B—, Lady Cleir- 
mont, ever tender and obliging, 
has juſt been telling me that fhe 
hopes a few weeks will make her 
happy in a ſiſter. A, downcaft 
look, and conſcious bluſh, plainly 
ſhewed I was not diſpleaſed with 
her Ladyſhip's wiſhes; but I will 
not lengthen this long epiſtle. 
Once more, my deareſt girl, fare- 
wel. Write ſoon, as you love 


ERMINA. 


LETTER 
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FROM THE SAME TO THE SAME, 


London. 


Have the inexpreſſible plea- 
ſure to acquaint my Julia, that 
after the moſt agreeable journey 
in the world, we arrived laſt night 
at the houſe of my generous friend. 
Mr. "Worthy had before wrote to 
his houſekeeper to prepare her for 
the reception of his niece, who 
was juſt returned from Paris, and 
had given ſtrict orders for his 
houſhold to be in the moſt ex- 
act order, as he intended paſſing 
ſome months in London. The bet- 
ter to make this ſtory have the appear- 
ance of truth, I earried with me a lit- 
tle French girl, a relation of Mrs. 
La Blond's, who o had not been more 
4 than 
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than three weeks in England. 
The greateſt part of the evening 
was ſpent in admiring the magni- 
ficence of the apartments, and ele- 
gance of the furniture: the rooms 
appropriated to the uſe of Miſs. 
Pomffet and your Ermina, are 
furniſhed far more elegantly than 
any of the reſt. The bed-chambers 
are hung with the richeſt Chineſe 
and Indian paper, where all the 
powers. of fancy are exhauſted in 
a thouſand different figures. The 
beds ſtand in an alcove, divided 
from the room by two twiſted 
Pillars, adorned with wreaths of 
flowers, and the flowers covered 
with a beautiful Turkey carpet. 

The dreſſing- room but I can- 
not deſcribe half its beauties. The 
hangings are white ſattin with 
French flowers, and artificial moſs 


ſtuck upon it with gum, and in- 
| terſperſed 
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terſperſed with ſhells and ſpangles. 
The toilette is farniſhed with a 
complete ſet of gilt boxes, and 
the glaſs veiled with a beautiful 
painted gauze. While I was bu- 
ſied in ing the various ſcenes 
of grandeur which every Where 
farrcunded us, Miſs Pomffet called 
off my attention, by remarking an 
elegant little library adjoining to 
the dreſſing- room. This gave me 
no ſmall ſatisfaction, as reading 
is the moſt favourite amuſement : 
when we entered this little ſeat of 
learning, we were moſt agreeably 
ſurpriſed, to find ourſelves ſur- 
ire! — by the beft authors, both 
ancient and modern. The ceil- 
ing was beautifully ornamented 
with papier maſhe; and the paint- 
ing (which is a repreſentation of 
the Muſes) was executed by the 

moſt eſteemed Italian maſters. When 


We 
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we had ſpent near two hours in 
viewing the various beauties of 
the place, the houſekeeper. ſent a 
ſervant to acquaint us that ſupper 
was on the table. As we were go- 
ing down ſtairs, my lively friend 
declared Mr. Worthy was the moſt 
generous of mankind : «© He muſt, 
* (continued ' ſhe) have laid this 
plan long before his arrival at 
© B——, or it would have been 
< ;zmpoſhble for every thing to 
* have been ſctiled in fo elegant a 
© manner.” could not help 
coinciding in her opinion, and we 
immediately entered the parlour. 
Mr. Worthy met us at the door, 
and taking my hand, led me with 
the moſt graceful air to the head of 
the table, and placed my friend at 
my right hand, Never did I eat a 
more cheariul meal: nothing was 
now wanting but the preſence of 

| | my 
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my amiable Sir William to render 
me perfectly happy; and that hap- 
pineſs I had the ſweet delight of 
thinking I ſhould very ſoon enjoy. 
As we were rather fatigued with 
our journey, we retired early to 
our apartments, and I never en- 
joyed a more ſoft repoſe : ſo much 
did I find myſelf refreſhed by balmy 
ſleep, that I roſe in excellent ſpi- 
rits before ſeven o'clock, and have 
ever ſince that hour been employed 
in acquainting my Julia with my 
happineſs. My watch tells me 
it is near nine: I will not let this 
drowſy girl ſleep any longer. Juſt 
as I was going to wake her, be- 
hold, Miſs Kitty comes in perſon. 
Farewel, my Julia ; I ſhall not 
conclude this epiſtle till I have 
added another ſheet. 
Oh! my friend, what a joy- 
ful diſcovery ! your Ermina, in 
this 
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this generous Mr. Worthy, has 
found an uncle, the brother of 
her father. Don't be impatient, 
my dear; I'll tell you all. As I 
was yeſterday ſitting in the library, 
Mr. Worthy entered with the 
moſt viſible emotion, and eagerly 
inquired if I had not loſt a brace- 
let. I immediately ſtepped to my 
dreſſing- room, and upon looking 
in my cabinet, found I had loſt 
one that was given by my father 
to my mamma before her mar- 
riage. I flew back to the library, 
and begged to ſee that which Mr. 
Worthy had mentioned; at the 
ſame time telling him it was the 
only relick of my departed father. 
Good heavens! how great was my 
ſurpriſe, to find this generous 
friend bathed in tears. No ſooner 
did he receive the power of ut- 
terance, than claſping me in his 

arms, 
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arms, he exclaimed, © Have I 
« then, in this lovely girl, found 
„my long-loſt niece, the daughter 
of my beloved George? Little did 
„ ] think, that while I was pro- 
© moting the happineſs of my 
< friend, I was acting the part of 
«a parent to the child of my 
s departed brother.“ My joy was, 
for ſome time, too great to per- 
mit me to make any return to 
his kind careſſes; I could only 
anſwer by ſighs and tears: he 
ſtill held the bracelet in his hand, 
gazing on it, and then com- 
paring the miniature to the fea- 
tures of your Ermina. When the 
firſt effuſions of our joy were in 
ſome meaſure ſubſided, my amia- 
ble uncle led me to a chair; and, 
ſeating himſelf by me, took out of 
2 ſmall caſe the picture of my dear 


mamma: © This (ſaid this worthy 
| « relation) 
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relation) © is the miniature of my 
„ ſiſter, whom my unkind fate 
never permitted me to ſee: my 
ce brother ſent it me about two 
* years after he married the lovely 
* Clementina, How blind was 
© I not to have, before this, diſ- 
„ covered the great reſemblance 
„ between my Ermina and the 
&© miniature of my ſiſter??? © By 
„ what means, deareſt Sir, was 
* you ſo long ſeparated from my 
„father? Often have I heard my 
«© dear mamma repeat, that all 
„her unhappineſs was owing to 
«a private marriage; but as it 
„ was a ſubject that always ſeemed 
„ to renew her grief, I never 
„could bear to inquire into the 
% particulars of her unhappy ſto- 
“ry. ' * Your prudence, my 
„ deareſt niece, is equal to your 
* beauty. But I will endeavour 
Vor, II, . 4 to 
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to acquaint you by what means 
« fortune has fo long denied me 
* the ſatisfaction which I now en- 
« 1 joy. 

« Your father, who was many 
“years older than me, left Eng- 
„ Jand when he was very young. 

6% While upon his travels, ſtruck 
« with the united charms of per- 
« ſonal and mental attachment 
« ja a young Pariſian Lady, the ſiſ- 
“ter of his boſom friend, he wrote 
© to acquaint my father with his 
< paſſion, and in the moſt pathe- 
< tie terms entreated him to conſent 
& to the completion of his wiſhes. 
& As the fortune of your mamma 
« was far inferior to my brother's, 
« my father would not give any 


s encouragement te his paſſion ; 


« but commanded him in the 
© moſt peremptory manner to re- 
turn immediately to England. 
66 Poor 
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Poor George obeyed the cruel 
„% ſummons; but before he left 
« Paris, prevailed on his beloved 
„% Clementina to make him hap- 
« py by a private marriage. It 
ee was near four months after his 
© return, before this ſecret was 
% diſcovered. My father, when he 
„found that my brother was 
& Married, laid no reſtraint upon 
* his temper, which was natu- 
«rally very impetuous, but load- 
*ed him with moſt bitter invec- 
tives, and deſired him to quit 
his preſence immediately: at 
* the fame time adding, that he 
© muſt never expect to be a ſhil> 
«© ling the better for his great 
fortune. My brother quitted 
„ the houſe with a very heavy 
„heart, and in a few days re- 
„ turned to his amiable wife, in 
10 Hopes to forget in her ſociety 

G 2 te the 
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« the cruel behaviour of an inex- 
„ orable parent. But alas! if hap- 
„% pineſs is not to be found in our 
« own boſom, it is in vain to ſeek 
“ it elſewhere; for in leſs than four 
% years your father fell a martyr 
« to preying grief. You, my Er- 
% mina, was the only pledge of. 
* their unhappy love; and during 
« my father's life he would never 
* ſuffer me to ſee my brother, nor 
© to make any enquiries after his 
« widow and daughter: but, after 
« his death, I took the firſt op- 
“% portunity of going to Paris. I 
. enquired, but in vain; the name of 
«© Worthy was not to be found; 
% and I ſhould for ever have been 
& deprived of the pleaſure of 
« knowing that my Ermina was 
« the daughter of my brother, if 
„ had not this morning, in paſſ- 
ing your dreſſing- room door, 
| « found 
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* found a bracelet that contained 
« the miniature of that dear re- 
„lation.“ Here my uncle ended: 
and after aſſuring me, that though 
happy to find himſelf related to ſo 
much virtue and merit, it was 
before impoſſible for his friend- 
ſhip to admit of any increaſe, we 
aroſe in order to communicate this 
pleaſing diſcovery to Miſs Pomfret; 
and juſt as we were quitting the fi- 
brary, ſhe met us at the door. For 
© heaven's fake, good folks, what 
«intereſting ſubject could detain 
e you ſo long in the library?“ 
«Oh! Miſs Pomfret, (inter- 
* rupted my amiable relation) the 
e moſt pleafing ſubject in the world. 
„When we came to town, your 
* lovely friend was to paſs as my 
* niece, and in that character was 
to be introduced to the father of 
4 Sir William Pembroke. But 
97G G 3 «© now 


/ 
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now, behold 3 in her. not the fic- 
« titious, but real daughter of my 
& brother. This bracelet,“ conti- 
aved. he, holding out the preci- 
oug.,relick, © diſcovered a ſecret, 
© which, had it not been for that, 
6. -would perhaps have been buried 
bs ; in eternal oblivion. , The friends 
ip which, I always felt for. 
„% my Ermina, even before 1 
« had. ever ſeen, her, muſt cer- 
6 -taialy be the inſtinct of nature. 
03 * happy will this diſcovery 
4 make her amiable lover } I muſt 
« write. this moment to acquaint 
„ him with his - happineſs, and 
« make my Lord and Lady Cleir 
mont ſharers in the general joy.“ 
It is impoſſible, my Julia, to ex- 
preſs the pleaſure that ſparkled in 
the eyes of my lively friend. She 
| congratulated me, in the ſincereſt 
manner, on the acquiſition of ſo 
e worthy 
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worthy a relation; and my uncle 
withdrew to write to Sir William. 
Oh! my friend, how much is my 
happineſs increaſed ſince this diſ- 
covery has been made: for though 
the deception was je; inno- 
cent, I could not think of impo- 
fing on the father of my Sir Wil- 
Kam, without ſome little relue- 
tance. Had my dear mamma but 
lived to know this beſt of men, 
what pleaſure would it have given 
me! But ſhe is happy, much 
happier than is poſſible to be in 
this tranſitory world. Adieu, my 
Julia, T begin to be grave; I will 
not infect you with my melan- 
choly, But I muſt onee more 
fay adieu, on purpoſe to have the 
pleaſure of ſigning myſelf 


Your happy friend, 
ERMINA WORTHY. 


G 4 LETTER 
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LETTER XII. 


: MISS JULIA DEVEREUX TO ERMINA 
| WORTHY. 


FTER a ſilence of almoſt, 
4 three months, your Julia 
again takes up the pen, to aſſure 
her dear Ermina that the ſincereſt 
congratulations of an abſent friend 
. her on a late happy diſco- 

Oh! may you long, my dear 
oh be bleſt in the parental 
affection of this beſt of men. I 
was quite charmed with your ac- 
count of the diſintereſted and ge- 
nerous behaviour of Lady Cleir- 
mont; how happy will you be in 
ſech an amiable ſiſter! Every 
thing ſeems conſpired to crown the 
virtue of my Ermina with its due 


reward, Your lively deſcription of 
the 


F 
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the ball given by Lord Cleirmont, 
Juſt before you left the country, 
greatly pleaſes me; the dreſſes of 
the Engliſh Ladies are, in my opi- 
nion, far preferable to our's; they 
ſeem not invented to disfigure, but 
adorn, Miſs Pomfret's character 
is quite enchanting, her agreeable 
vivacity muſt render her a very 
pleaſing companion. Indeed, my 
Ermina, you are too- ſevere in 
thinking that I ſhould condemn 
your new friend for a fprightlineſs 
which, according to my ſentiments, 
is perfectly agreeable. Miſs Town- _ 
ſhend was a far different character, 
her's- was not ſprightlineſs but le- 
vity. I was yeſterday at the convent 
De St. Helen's, where the Coun- 
teſs ſtill remains reſolute of taking 
the veil, I had with me her little 
Lucinda; and had you, my dear Er- 
mina, ſeen with what tenderneſs 
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_ the embraced the lovely child, while 

the tears trick led tag her charm» 
ing face, it would have diſſolved 
your tender heart into ſympathetic 

grief. The Chevalier ſeems en- 
Groly baniſhed from her thoughts; 
a life of penitence and devotion is 
all ſhe thinks of; her whole eſtate 
is ſettled. on her child; her jewels, 
which the poor Lady now ſays wall 
be of very little uſe, ſhe deſired 
me. to wear in token of her friend- 
ſhip, and as a reward for my care 
of _ Lucinda. The charming 
Stainville has at laſt made his ap- 
pearance in the gay world. Two 
whole months did he ſeclude 
himſelf from the preſence of 
every human being. I was on a 
viſit at the Baron De V 's, and 


juſt as we were feating ourſelves at 
the card table, the Chevalier en- 
tered; but, good heayens ! how 

changed! 
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changed! His before blooming 
face, pale and emaciated ! his hair, 
which before was always dreſſed, 
2 I over his ſhouk 
ders, feature was ex- 
preſſi ve of the + dom melancholy. 
My emotion was fo viſible upon 
his entrance, that the young Lady 
who ſat next me rallied me very 
much, and declared ſhe ſhould for 
the future more particularly ob- 
ferve my behaviour. That pretty 
„ bluſh, my dear, added ſhe, 
< greatly heightens the natural 
„ livelineſs of your complexion : 
* the Chevalier would have no 
« rauſe to regret the loſs of the 
“ Counteſs de Noailles, if he knew 
* how much effect his preſence has 
upon the lovely Julia.” I made 
no return to this ' ſatirical ſpeech, 
but continued very attentive upon 
the cards, though I believe I never 


"GS played 


— * © 
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played with a worſe grace. The 
Chevalier, as he did not play, ſtood 
leaning on the back of my chair ; 
and I made ſeveral capital miſtakes, 
which the company did not fail 
taking advantage of. The ami- 

able man ' obſerved my confuſion, 
but could not poſſibly imagine the 
cauſe, and very good - naturedly 
hinted to me that I was wrong. I 
complained of a violent head-ach, 
and begged him to take my cards, 
He complied; and, in order to re- 
cover myſelf, Lilipped into the gar- 
den. When the pool was up, he 
followed the example of your Julia, 
and came into the walk juſt as I 
was ſcating myſelf in a little grotto 


at the upper end of the garden: 


at the ſight of him I 'relapled. into 
my former confuſion, and could 
not bring myſelf to a tolerable ſtate 
of compoſure before he entered the 


grotto. 
66 May | 
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ing man, that my amiable couſin 
“ has received ſome benefit from 
* the air? I really am quite con- 
* cerned to ſee you ſo much in- 
« diſpoſed ; that charming vivacity 
« which uſed always to enliven 
« your converſation, ſeems entirely 
to have forſaken you. Pardon 
me, my fair friend, if I attri- 
© bute this change to ſome ſecret 
« paſſion. I endeavoured to make 
ſome excuſes for my fooliſh beha- 
viour, but they were ſo very awk- 
ward, that they only ferved to con- 
firm him in his ſuſpicions. That 
I might not render myſelf ftill 
more ridiculous, I deelared myſelf 
much better, -and aroſe-in order to 
return to the company. I found 
myſelf quite unable to walk; my 
feet tottered under me, and I wag 
—_ to accept his arm, wa 
t E 
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the amiable man had offered me 
when he firſt perceived my inten- 
tion of returning to the houſe. 
Whether he has any ſuſpicions of 
the true cauſe of my indiſpofition 
I cannot tell, but his behaviour is 
exceſſrvely polite and tender. I 
have feveral times ſince been in his 
company, but he has never yet 
mentioned the unhappy Counteſs, 
and you may believe, my Ermina, 
it is a fubject that I ſhall never 
bring upon the carpet, unleſs 
firft ſtarted by him. Every day diſ- 
eovers ſome new charm: the bloom 
_ which had forſaken his cheeks, 
begins now to reſume its place; 
and his eyes, which had ſo long 

loſt all their fire, begin to be ani- 

mated with their former vivacity. 
Oh! my friend; if fate ſhould 
have reſer ved ſo great a bleſſing 
for rand Juba, all my 8 
neſs 
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neſs will be well repaid. Almeria 
is all extaſy at this happy change. 
Flattering girl! ſhe tells me I am 
far from being an indifferent ob- 
ject in the eyes of Stainville: the 
loves her ſiſter, and is willing to 


make me eaſy by deluſtre hope. 


« Haw oft, 9 rambling fer an evening's 
« Wilt ſhe in raptures of my Stainyille talk.” 


Romantic girl! ſhe tells me 
fate has certainly deſtined us for 
each other, and will not let me 
indulge my penſive thoughts. Fare- 
wel, my dear Ermina: may you 
ſoon; very ſoon, reſign the name 
of Worthy for the more. pleafing 
name of Pembroke. Once more 
adieu. 


Believe me ever 1 © 
Joi. 


LETTER 
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LETTER XIII. 
MISS WORTHY TO MISS JULIA DEVEREUX.. 


H! my Julia, the moſt 

charming old man! I real- 
ly have a great mind to exchange 
the ſon for the father; it would 
be delightful to be the mother-in- 
law of ſuch a fine young man. He 
approves of his-ſon's choice; and no- 
wonder that I like him. The 
firſt -time of his ſeeing your Er- 
mina was the day before yeſterday. 
My ,amiable uncle gave a very 
grand entertainment: the father of 
my Sir William was one of the 
party; Miſs Pomfret and my- 
ſelf were both dreſſed with the 
' greateſt elegance. When the old 
gentleman entered the . drawing- 


room, 


— 
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room,. my uncle preſented me to 
him with the moſt graceful air. 
The good Baronet ſtarted back, and 
ſurveying me from top to bottom, 
exclaimed, * This your niece, Mr. 
8 Worthy ? by heaven ſhe's an 
40 angel!” then ſaluting me, wel- 
comed me to England. I was ra- 
ther confuſed at the bluntneſs of 
his firſt compliment, but very 
ſoon recovered my uſual ſerenity, 
and we entered into a very agree-. 
able converſation. The good man 
ſeemed to be under a great deal 
of concern at his ſon's being in 
the country, and declared he 
| ſhould not be happy till Sir Wil- 
liam had ſeen this French beauty, 
(that was his term) „for, (con- 
e tinued he) it will be impoſſible 
« for him to ſteel his heart againſt 
e ſuch united perfections as are 


9 blended in the perſon of Miſs. 
„ Worthy.” 
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« Worthy.” Little does the wor- 
thy Baronet imagine what a pro- 
grefs I have already made towards 
gaining the - heart of his amiable 
I kg dinner, at the requeſt 
of ſome of the compa ny, I ſat 
down to the harpſichord: the old 
gentleman fat, beatings time with 
his fingers on the edge of the in- 
ſtrument, and his eyes tivetted on 
my face. When J had played ſeve- 
ral airs, he entreated me to favour 
him with his favqurite ſong, 


Let ambition fire thy mind 


I complied : he was all exteſy 
at my performance, and encored 
it till I was thoroughly tired. 
When he took his leave, he whiſ- 
pered my uncle, that as ſoon as his 
ſon atrived he ſhould bring him to 
pay his compliments to his lovely 
_ miece ; ; E that as Sir May 
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had always been his moſt intimate 
Mr. Worthy would prefer him 28 
a hufband for his niece, before 
moſt of the coxcombs of the age. 
My uncle made a proper return to 
this laconick ſpeech, and the good 
Baronet ſtepped into bis chariot. 
When the company was gone, 
we very much diverted. guriglves 
with the oddity of the old gentle- 
man's humour. Mr, Worthy's 
ſentiments are, that it wil be 
much better not to undeceive 
him, but in his preſence behave 
to Sir William as. if we had 
never feen each other before. As 
I ſhall always look upon the epi- 


nien of my worthy uncle as 2 
rule whereby all my — ought 
to be regulated, you - may, be- 
Love 1 A . f N in * 


* 
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In a few days my amiable lover 
is to be introduced to your Ermina 
n form, till when 


rn 


| LETTER XIV. ae 
FROM THE SAME ro THE SAME. 


"HAT a barry * a 
buſtle land for nothing 
more -than a wedding. Methinks 
F hear my Julia in the greateſt 
age afk, whoſe — yon 

is for "which theſe grand p 
ns are making? Oh! AD 
dear, I had really like to have for- 
got to tell you that, but it's the 
beſt excuſe in the world for my 
long ſilence; I have been ſo con- 
ua interrupted with milliners, 
mantua- 
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mantua-makers, &c. that I have 
not had one moment's. time for 
writing. Since things have taken 
this happy turn, I begin to enter- 
tain a much better opinion of this 
ſame London. Every thing wears 
quite a new face; I grow each 
day a greater favourite with the 
good Baronet: he vows, if he was 
only ten years younger, he would 
diſpute. the prize with his. ſon. 
* Cleirmont has been in town 
near a month; and it's impoſſible to 
expreſs her joy at the near ap- 
proach of a certain much talked-of, 
(and I believe by moſt of the good 
folks) much wiſhed-for day. I 
have promiſed, it's true; but I only 
did at that I might be free from 
their continual perſecutions. My 
Sir William, that irreſiſtible plead- 
er, took advantage of my eaſy 
heart one evening when I was 

| | rather 
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rather in the penſeroſe ſtil; and, 
by Mis all- powerful eloquence, 
prevailed upon me te become 4 
bride” within a montk from that 
day. When 1 came to my ſobet 
fenfes, 1 began to ſee the folly of 
my ridiculous promiſe, and deſited 
to have nibte time for conſidera- 
tion, before I entered into the 
matrimonial ſtate. But I was not 
in the land of diſpenſation; for in 
this country we have no Pope; 
and was even his Holineſs himſelf 
preſent, they {aid it would be im- 
poſſible to abſolve me front y 
vom. Fa, 

As 1 found there was no re- 
medy, 1 refolved to go through 
the | preparations with as good a 
grace as the reſt of my ſex, who 
ate caught in the ſame | ſnare. 
Miſs Pomfret has ' prevailed on 
her mamma to give her leave to 
continue 
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continue with me a few weeks lon- 
ger; and when a certain ceremony 
is over, ſhe' is to atcompany us 
to Bath. Lady Cleirmont has 
promiſed, to be of the party, with 
her little Caroline, who is but juſt 
\ recovered. from a very bad cough. 

They will not let me write any 
longer. Adien my deareſt Julia. 

Something whiſpers me, it is the 
laſt time of ſigning-myſelf 


__ . . Enmina, Wonrur. 


O] 


hd . « 1 © b 4 " ” —— 
: 1 1 5 — , Fs i 
5 
| 7 SE UER 
. * | — 
'H * x 4 " 9 0 . - b% 


4K46— ꝑ— — —L—— 


144 AA; On, 


LETTER XV. 
M18S/POMFRET TO Miss JULIA DEVEREUX. 
2 Morn. | 


10 Lu. E T this auſpicious morn be 
ever facred; no mourn- 
* ing, no misfortunes happen on 
6 it; but let it be marked for tri- 
e umph and rejoicing : let happy 
lovers ever make it holy, chooſe 
«it to bleſs their hopes, and 
crown their wiſhes; this morn 
that gives Ermina to her Pem- 
„broke.“ ö 
The pleaſing taſk of acquaint- 
ing the lovely Julia of her Ermi- 
na's. ny Line is reſigned to me; 
and was I poſſeſſed of the pen and 


es of my amiable friend, I 
would 


THE FAIRRECLUSE, 145 


would in the moſt lively colours 
deſcribe this memorable day: but 
accept, deareſt Madam, the beſt 
deſcription my crow-quill will 
produce. The company are all 
aſſembled to attend the lovely pair 
to chapel; While I. anxious to 
make the amiable Julia a ſharer 
in our happineſs, ſteal a few mo- 
ments to acquaint” her, that her 
charming friend looks beautiful as 
an angel: the moſt enchanting 
dreſs eyes ever beheld; a white 
luſtring negligee with ſmall ſilver 
ſpots; her delicate auburn treſſes 
combed ſmoothly up, and faſtened 
with a comb ſet with ſmall bril- 
liants; end on one fide of her hair 
a rich creſcent of diamonds of the 
fineſt water. In her lovely boſom 
is placed a bunch of lilies, which 
are outvied by the dazzling white- 
neſs of her ſkin, The ſweet bluſhes 
Vol. II. H which 
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which are called into har cheeks, 
by the thoughts of her approaching 


Felicity, render your amiable friend, 


if poſſible, wore lovely, than ever. 
The-enraptured Sir William gazes 
with tranſport on the charmer of 
his heart, While ſhe, with half- 


averted face, looks down with 


modeſt. bluſhes. The. biidegrogm 
is not leſs gay than his gharming 
bride : bis cloaths are eream co- 


lous, with a waiſtcoat of bloom 
coleuted ſattin, trimmed, with ſil- 
ven; and his fine hair dteſſed in the 
moſt becoming manner. But I 
muſt reumn to the company, Mr. 


Worthy is at the door of my clo- 


ſet, aud he tells me his Josely niece 
is in want of a little of my viva- 


city, to keep up her fluttered ſpi- 


rits. I will this moment attend 


her. 4 
Tugſday 


ay 
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Tueſday Night, paſ Twelve. 


I am juſt returned from con- 
ducting Lady Pembroke to her 


apartment; but cannot think of 


retiring to reſt till 1 have finiſhed 
the pleaſing talk. I began this 
morning. 

About ten the amiable pair, at- 
tended only by Lady Cleirmont, Mr. 
Worthy, and myſelt, repaired to 
chapel; and when we approached the 
altar, the ſpirits of your lovely 
friend began to fink: the bloom 
forfook her charming face, and 
ſhe lavked almoſt ready to faint. 
You know, deareft Madam, the 
extreme ſenſibility of Lady Pem- 
broke, and therefore will not be 
ſarpriſed that ſhe was affected at 
the ſolemnity of the ſcene. I ap- 
plied my cam de luce; the colour 
ſoon returned into her (before 

H 2 pallid) 
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pallid) cheeks, and ſhe went thro' 
the _ awful ceremony with the 
greateſt ſerenity and compoſure. 
Mr. Worthy gave the hand of his 
lovely niece at the altar; and it is 
impoſſible to expteſs che pleaſure 
which ſhone through every feature 
of Sir William, when he received this 
ineſtimable preſent from the hands 
of the moſt worthy of mankind. 
When we returned from cha- 
pel, we found a great deal of 
company aſſembled at Mr. Wor- 
thy's; among the reſt was Mr. 
Spencer, the gentleman who had 
been my partner at Lord Cleir- 
mont's. We preſently renewed 
our acquaintance, and he had the 
-honour of being my cc: iorfbeo the-r re- 
N of the day. g 
The dinner was eee to 
Srofofion; and, while we were at 


table, we were entertained -with a 
D309} | concert 
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concert of vocal and inſtrumental 
muſic. A fine epiibalamium was 
ſung to ſoft muſic, by ſome of the 
fineſt voices I ever heard. The 
day was ſpent in the moſt agree- 
able manner; for nothing was ſaid 
in this polite party but what 
might be heard by innocence and 
virtue. In the evening we had a 
grand maſked ball, at which were 
pteſent the father of the bride- 
m and ſeveral other gentle- 
men. Lady Pembroke was in the 
habit of a Nun, and wore over her 
beautiful face a veil of the fineſt 
(;yprus gauze. Lady Cleirmont 
was habited as the Lady of an In- 
dian Chief, and decorated with an 
immenſe quantity of jewels. I 
was a long time before I could 
determine which character to al- 
ſume, that of a Shepherdeſs, or 
that of a Coquet. But the former 
9:2 H 3 carried 
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carried the day; and I appeared 
en bergere with a crook prettily 
ornamented with ribbons and na- 


_ tural flowers. Two young La- 
dies, one in the character of a 


ſpruce Quaker, and the other a 
ſprightly Widow, ſuſtained their 
characters . well. A 
young gentleman, a ſtranger to 
the greateſt part of the company, 
in a French Milliner, with 2 cap 
of the moſt enormous ſize, was 
conſidered as one of the moſt ea- 
pital figures in the room. Lord 
Clermont and Mr. Worthy were 


in very rich dominos; and Mr. 


Spencer, as a Spaniard, was rich- 
ly habited in pale and blue filver. 
Sir Robert Harford, as an old Ca- 
puchin Friar, created a great deal 
of diverſion. He was a conſtant 
attendant on Lady Pembroke, and 
wand very delten, of —_— 


THE FAIR RECLOSE, 151 


the fair nun to a confeſſion. To 
repeat the many repartees that 
were played off, would be too te- 
dious ; but, upon the whole, every 
character was well ſuſtained. The 
ball continued till near twelve, 
when we accompanied your lovely 
friend to her apartment. Soon 
after, the compatry retired, and I 
repaired to my cloſet to finiſh my 
epiſtle; which! having now brought 
to à coneluſion, 1 ſhall fubferibe 
myſelf, with all due P 

eſt Madam, 7 
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1 the * to acquaint. 
my deareſt» julia, that im little 
more than two months 1;fhall be- 
viſit my native country. Oh! my 
friend, with what itragſport, ſhall: 
I embrace the companion of my 
infant days, after a tedious ab- 
ſence of\,almoſt ſeven years! We 
ſhall only ſtay van few weeks at 
Paris, and then proceed to Rome. 
The moſt material circumſtance 1 
had like! to have forgot; it is no 
other, my dear, but that of my be- 
ing married, But I ſuppoſe Kit- 
ty chas told you all. Out of meer 
complaiſance, Lone morning ac- 
companied 
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accompanied Sir William, and two 
or three more good ſort of folks, 
to take a view of a little chapel 
that they had long told me was 
very beautifully painted; and not 
ſuſpecting they had any deſign 
upon me, I was very eaſily per- 
ſuaded: when, oh! dire miſtake, 
juſt as I was admiring: the beau- 
ties of the place, we were joined 
by a gentleman in a long black 
robe, who very civilly addreſſed 
me, and particularly pointed out 
to me the nobleneſs of the altar- 
piece. Not thinking him capable 
of ſo much miſchief, I followed 
him; when, after muttering over a 
few ſtrange words, he declared I 
was married. I appealed to the reſt 
of the company: they all confirm- 
ed the truth of his aſſertion, and 
returned from chapel guite ano- 
ther creature. On my entrance 

6379 H 5 into 


My lively friend, Miſs Pomfret, is 
| ill with us, and: ſince our arrival 


round the room, I obſerved a 
young gentleman, who, by the 


8 tentively gazing on Miſs Kind. 
5 3 and vrhiſ—- 
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into the houſe, all the company 


poured forth abundance of con- 
gratulations, and warm wiſhey for 


the long continuance of our mu- 


tual happinefs : and, in ſhort, my 
Julia, I was fo happy I could not 
find in my heart to chide them for 
the trick they had put upon me. 
In about three days after I gave 
my hand to this moſt amiable of 
men, we ſet out for Bath, where 
we have been near a fortnight. 


at this place ſhe has made a very 
conſiderable conqueſt. A few morn- 
ings ago, 'as we were fauntering 


rion, * 


elegance of his * 
ortune, very 


eee 


1 


* 


THE ZAm RECLUSE. 165 


pered her that ſhe had made a con- 
er, but ſhe only Hughed at my 
ppoſnion, and we returned home 

to ru In the aftetndon, as we 
were ſitting in my g-room, 
tranſlating the ſecond act of Paſtor 
Fido, (for indeed, my Julia, though 
m this continual ſcene of diver- 
fions, we allow ſome time for in- 
telleQual improvement) we were 
interrupted from ou, ent 
bey a little packet being thrown: in 
at the window. We immediate 
booked out to fer: from whence it 
came, but could ſre no perſon in 
the ſtreet but what appeared to be 
going on very different buſineſs, 
At fir I was going to throw id 
back, imagining. that it was only 
4 parcel of paper, toſfed up un 
tw raiſe our eurioſity. 
Bat Rliſs Pomftet declared fhe was 


11 * 9 opinion, and impa- 
H 6 neatly 
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tiently broke the ſeal. To our 
very great ſurprize it contained 
half a dozen tickets for the ball, 
and à Imall billet, which contain- 
ed the following lines: nn 


2011 : 4 ebnen 
48 <A conſtant Rake 3 you u this oh; 
"> Fray uſe his favours not amiſs.” 


ner 1 Aurel. 


* 
1 


Though therein was no ration; 
we were convinced this favour; was 
intended for my young friend. 
At firſt I was rather averſe to. ac- 
cepting this challenge: but the 
lively girl ſoon laughed me out of 
my ſagacious ſentiments, and in- 
ſiſted upon it that there could be 
no impropriety in our going, as 
Sir William and my uncle would 
accompany us. I own, my Julia, 
I was under ſome apprehenfions 
for my gay friend!; but as ſhe 


ſeemed ſo ur of going, I 
W436 215 & could 
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could no longer oppoſe her incli- 
nations. About ſix we ſet out in 
a very elegant chariot, with rich 
liveries. Miſs Pomfret never look- 
ed more charming: ſhe was dreſſ- 
ed in a beautiful laylock, ſprigged 
with ſilver, French, ſack full-trim- 
med, and had ſuch an air of in- 
nocence and - modeſty, that was 
really quite enchanting. Upon 
our firſt entrance in the ball- room, 
the unknown gentleman ſingled 
her out as a partner, and was par- 
ticularly aſſiduous all the remainder 
of the evening. When we return- 
ed home, this once lively girl was 
for the firſt time exceſſively ſeri- 
ous; not three words did ſhe ſpeak 
till: the chariot ſet us down at our 
lodgings. But when I was un- 
dreſſing, ſhe entered my 

ment, and throwing herfelf 0 on the 
ſopha, deſired to know my * | 
2 L 0 


9 * © 
1 »& 
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of her partner. That he is, my 
2 man; but it is im- 
ble to form a tight 
« ment of + - who: is ſo 
„ great a. ranger. 40h! 
«dear Lady Pembroke, {added 
« ſhe) heaven fend he may be 
* amiable as be 1 I fear 
this Bath excurſion will be very 
<«/facat to the heart of your Kitty. 
Mr. Mae Duet is, in my eyes, 
the moſt urceliftible object 1 
* ger beheld; and ſuch à grace- 
fut > dancer} 1 with 1 — of 
*-whatextradtion/ Ihe is.” TT 
Je ſoery, my dear friend, to 
« fee you ſo much infarimted with 
Mr Mae Dael; hie name flies 
not tell you bew o mon i is for 
«theſe Iriſh fortune · Hunters to fre- 


_ *:quent Bath, Tunbridge, 1 
| 22 
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4 hopes of making a prey of ſome 
« beautiful girl of fortune: this 
« — may very poſſibly be a 
« very worthy man; but you cannot 
© be too much upon your guard. 
+ When we have made'a fee more 
uaintance in this place, we 
« may, perhaps, diſcover ſomething 
« of his family and fortune. 
She acknowledged the jufineſs 
of my reaſoning, and declared he 
would be very much upon the re- 
ſerve, till convinced that he was 
an object worthy of her attention. 
We then parted far the night, and 
in the morning ſhe was chearſul 
as uſual. Since that, I have had the 
inetupreſfible ſatisfaction of heating 
that Mr. Mac Duel is in poſſaſſron 
of three thouſand a- year, -anit of 
a very conſiderable family. He 
has made an dpeni-dvowal Of hie 
paſion for my fair friend; and os 
only 
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only cvaits for an anſwer to a let- 
ter which ſhe has wrote to her 
mamma, before he will be re- 
ceived? in alu qub. It will give 
me infinite pleaturs to' ſee Miſs 
Pomfret happy: ' ſhe is really a 
very amiable young Lady, and, 
next my Julia, my moſt agree- 
able friend. My Sir William, ever 
ſtudious to pleaſe, has been telling 
me this morning, that he will 
make a much longer ſtay at Paris 
than he at firſt intended, and hopes 
that my deareſt Julia will, in re- 
turn, favour us with her company 
a few months in England. Lady 
Cleirmont intends accompanying 
us in our tour, and takes with 
her Lady Harriot, and her little 
Caroline. This trip to Paris, ſhe 
is in great hopes will make them 
perfect in their French, which 


arc now chatter very prettily. 
What 
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What care and tenderneſs does 
this amiable Lady: diſcover in the 
education of her children! with 
what unwearied diligence. does ſhe 
endeavour to cultivate their tender 
minds, and inſpire them early with 
the love of virtue! May I. if 
heaven has deſtined me to ben a 
mother, follow an example ſo wor- 
thy of. imitation. But it's time for 
me to\ conclude» this long epiſtle. 
My lively friend waits for me to 
accompany her to the rboms: ſhe. 
is tying om my hat, while, with 
the moſt unfeigned :friendſhip; I 
make haſte ito * U 
1 und: 4... ; 


Lad 
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tend my deareſt Lady. Pembroke: 
Lang, very long, may m amia- 

ble NN geontinne o r her 

preſent felicity. May no rude 
blaſts of adverſt fortune ever dif- 
turb the ſerenity of her foul; but 
all arownd ber went the chearful 
ſmile of happimeis. May you, 4 
deareſt friend, be the happy 

ther of an offspring, beauti al 7 
virtuous as yourſelf: the meafure 
of Tow Joy will then be full, 


a 
* To imitate your virtues may 84 ty, 
ill fix 


«And on the paths you mark” 


<« their on | 
ETI. Wa « Oh t 
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« Oh! nay, your life, to müngled wor un- 
« Ang enended neo? usa. 


It's impoſſible. to expreſs the 
pleaſure L propoſe . myſelf in the 
ſociety of Lady Pembroke and her 
amiable fifter. I ſhall; count each 
tedious minute till the time which 
is fixed for your arrival at Paris. 
I: have 2 — my father with. 
the Lind int in yitation of Sir William ; 
and this moſt indulgent of parents 
has given his Julia permiſſion to 
return with you to ey oy The 
charming Stainville has quite re- 
ſumed his former gaiety. I have 
been with him in ſeveral parties. 
of pleaſute, and have had the fatiſ- 
faction of finding myſelf che only 
object of his attractions. Grati- 
tude may, perhaps, be ble mo- 
1225 tor it's inipoſlible. that he 

mould 
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ſhould. be ignorant of a paſſion 
that is ſo viſible to every body elſe. 
I had yeſterday a very plain proof 
that he has diſcovered a ſecret 
which, wit the greateſt aſſiduity, 
I have endeavoured to confine 
withrey the limits of my own bo- 
ſom.” He had juſt parted from 
me, and was retired to dreſs. The 
apartment 1” was in joined to his, 
and was only parted by a thin 
wainſeot, ſo that I could very diſ- 
tinctly hear him expreſs his own 
chouphts.c""To think aldud, is ra- 
ther uncommon” but when a per- 
ſon is engaged in unintereſting. 
ſubject, I beſieve they ſpeak "_ 
out being ſenſible of it, 
Ho was it poſſible (ſaid che 
charming man) that I could be 
4 ſo long blind to the perfections 
®of my amiable ' couſin } ſhe cer- 
« tainly is a moſt lovely woman; 
2 «-and, 
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and, by the concern ſhe ex- 
6 preſſed in my illneſs, I cannot 
2 bo altogether indifferent to her.” 
Wo. — hear no more: I was ſo 
confuſed to think my ſecret had 
eſcaped me, that I was almoſt 
ready to faint; and ever ſince, my 
behaviour has been perfectly ridi- 
culous. If he ſpeaks to me, I 
bluſh, as if conſcious of having 
done ſomething to be aſhamed of; 
and anſwer with ſuch a mixture 
of aukwardneſs and confuſion, 
that muſt render me the moſt ri- 
diculous figure in the world. [1 
have ſome faint hope that the 
Chevalier will make one 1n the 
party, when I return to England 
with my deareſt friend : he has 
ſeveral times told me he cannot 
think .of parting with his lively 
couſin for ſo long a time; and 
ſays, he believes he muſt accom- 


pany 
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pany me, if it is only. to ſecure 
me from che attempts ef the Eng- 
liſh gentlemen. This was only 
e in rallery; but I am ready 
to think he would want but few 
entreaties to accompany us in ear- 
Adieu, my deareſt friend. With 
the e. impatience for your 
T remain | 


arri 


| Unalterably your”s, 
JoLrA. 
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an PEMBROKK, TO, u DEVERSYA: 
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N event of the moſt unen- 

- peQed nature will depri 
me af the pleaſure I propoſed in 
the ſociety of my Julia; but aſ- 
ſure yourſelf, my deareſt friend, that 
chough I cannot ſet out at the 
time propoſed, it ſhall not be 
more than a manth before I ſee - 
Paris, The marriage of Miſs 
Pomfret is the anly thing which 
ſhould have tempted: me to retard 
my journey. She yeſterday gave 
her hand. to Mr. Mac Duel: 
amiable ſiſter, and myſelf, were 
preſent at the nuptials. My uncle, 


who 
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who has always greatly eſteemed 
Miſs Pomfret, and more parti- 
cularly ſince our friendſhip com- 
menced, preſented her, on this 
Joyful occaſion, with a beautiful 
pair of diamond ear-rings and 
croſs, which coſt near three thou- 
ſand guineas. Mrs. Pomfret ſeems 
quite happy in her daughter's mar- 
riage: her ſon-in-law” is really a 
very amiable man, and poſſelled 
of every accempliſhrient, both 
perſonal and mental; be has 
paſſed ſeveral years both in 
France and Italy, and is a perfect 
maſter of languages. Mrs. Mac 
Duel has ſince her marriage lif 
poſſible) been more lively than 
ever, ſhe thinks herſelf compleat- 
ly happy; may ſhe long continue 
ſo, is wa moſt fervent wiſh, 
ys 7 i L274 


J 
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To-morrow thc ride 2nd 
groom {et out for ther et 
Ireland with a grand retinuc. 
the requeſt of Mr. Mac Duel, wy 
Sir William has promited to at- 
tend them, if agrecable to me. 
Was it in nature to refuſe ſo ſmall 
a favour to a man who makes it 
the ſtudy of his life to render me 
happy? Beſides, as Mrs. Mac Duel 
had accompanied me to Bath, it 
would appear very unfriendly - if 
I refuſed to attend her to Ireland, 
a place in which ſhe would be an 
utter ſtranger, I ſhall quit Lady 
Cleirmont with a great deal of 
reluctance, but our {ſeparation 
will be but a very ſhort period, as 
we ſhall not continue in Ireland 
more than a fortnight, and then 
Prepare for our little tour. Mrs. 
La Blond, though I have not 

Vorl. Il. 1 lately 
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lately mentioned her, I aſſure you, 
my Julia, is not forgotten. As 
ſhe ſeemed to chooſe rather to con- 
tinue in buſineſs, I have bought 
a very handfome houſe in one of 
the moſt capital ſtreets in Town, 
and furniſhed it with a very large 
ſtock of millinery goods: this I 
prefented to her, as a reward for 
her former friendſhip, and when 
I return to London fhalt expect 


to ſee her fettled in it. Her niece, 


the little French girl I brought 
when I left B-—, is to continue 
with me: as I never want much 
aſſiſtance in dreſſing, fhe will very 
well ferve me in quality of Abigal. 
Agnes is a ſenfible little crea- 
ture, and will in time be very ſer- 


viceable. Oh! my Julia, what 


fatisfactioa do I experience in 
making others happy : it is cer- 
tainly 
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tainly the greateſt bleſſing frail 
mortals are capable of taſting: 
how many hearts is it now in my 
power to make glad ! The gifts of 
fortune are not fent us for our- 
ſelves anly, but given us as fo 
many talents which ought to be 
improved : to relieve the poor and 
indigent, and to make the widow's 
heart rejoice, is, in my ſentiments, 
an employment not unworthy of 
a prince. What ſublime pleaſure 
does it inſpire to a virtuous ſoul, 
to behold the hands which they 
have relieved lifted up to heaven 
in fervent prayers for God to 
ur down his choiceſt bleſſings 
on the head of their benefaQors ! 
Such prayers, if any are heard, 
muſt certainly aſcend to the Divine 
throne, Whenever I negle& to 
make a right uſe of thoſe precious 
gifts 
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gifts that have been heaped upon 
me, may [ be reduced to that ad- 
verſity which only teaches us to 
know ourſelves. 
Farewel, my ever valuable friend: 
with the moſt fervent. wiſhes for 
your happineſs, I remain 


Ever your i, 


E. PEMBROKE. 


